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She proved nor to be the onely Church 
of Chriſt; her corrupt Doctrines reproved 
not to be Apoſtolick, but contrary to 
the true Church of Chriſt in the 
Apoſtles Dayes, 


Alſo, Divers Arguments anſwered, 
which may convince the Papiſts that they 
are not the true Ghurch. Wherein a Book 
is alſo anſwered, called, A Catechiſm 4gainf 
all Sectaries; Newly publiſhed by C. M. in the 
Year 1661. : 
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By Francis Howgil, 4 Member of that Church which is 
coming out of the wilderneſs. | 
LONDON, Printed for G.C. at the weſt end 


of Pauls, 1662. 
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A Table of the principal 
things contained in this 


Books 


Oncerning the true Religion, 
whatiris, and where it is 
. demonſtrated, Pag. 7, 8,9. 


The Church of Rome proved to be 
thefalſe Church; . io to the 
20. and pag. 59. 


The Pope proved not to be the 
Head of the true Church; and 
Chriſt proved to be the Head of 
the Body, which is his Church, 
and the Rock upon which his 
Church is built. P. 20. to 24 


Purgatory proved to be an errone- 
ovs Doctrine, which is held 
| forth 


. 


The Table, 
forth bythe Papiſts; and their 
Praying for the dead proved to 
be another falſe Docttine, not 
commanded nor praiſed by 


Chriſt or his Apoſtles. p.25, 
to the 28 


The Papiſts Doctrine which ſaith 
Chriſt is really and perſonally 
in the Maſſe, and in the Eucha- 
riſt, proved to be Blaſphemy 
and great Idolatry, 29 to 36. 


The Papiſts Maſſe, and their Ce- 
remonies, proved not to be A- 
poſtolical, P. 3 6. to the 38; 


The Fits honoting of Reliques 
and Images of Saints, and pray- 
ing by Beads, proved to be but 
the inventions and traditions of 
men, and contrary to the do- 
ctrine which the Apoſtolick 

Church held forth. FP. 39; 0 47 


Par- 
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The Table, 

The Doctrine of forbidding cer- 
rain kind of Meats, and forbid- 
ding the Scriptures to be read 
by all, anſwered, P,47,to 56. 


Concerning Miracles, P.76. 


Anſwers to eight Propoſitions ſer 
foi th by C. u. in his Catechiſe 
aforeſaid. From P. 78, 

to the end. 
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The Glory of the 
true Church diſcovered, a 
it was in its purity in the 
Primitive time, Writ- 


ten by the ſame Au- 


thor- 


FE ATR | 


Booke entituled , 


-« O% 


1. 


(1) 

The Rock of Apes exalted 
above Rome's i magined 
Rock on which her Church 
i builded, &c. 


Neat hath been the Havock 
WW and Spoile that the Beaſt- 
which John ſaw rife out of 
the waters, made againſt 
them , in deſtroying them 
who received not his Mark in their fore- 
heads; and the cry hath been long, Who 
is able to make war with the Beaſt?and great 
hath the ſuffering been(theſe many ages) 
of the Children of Light, and ſtill is of 
the Members of the true Church of 
Chriſt, which is in God, which hath pro- 
ceededgfrom her, who ſate us a Queen up- 
on the Waters, which are Nations, Kind- 
reds, Tongues and People, which hath 
been the ſeat of Myſterie Babylon, tlie 
Mother of Harlots , who hath held out 
der golden Cup of Fornication, ful of A- 
— B domina 
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bomination , falſe Doctrine aud Errorjyy 


which the Nations have drunk of, and; 
the Kings of the Earth have been madſar 
drank with, and all have been in inſtabiliſe 
ty, and have recled and ſtaggered upandyy 
down in the dark, in the night of ignoſ be 
rance, and have wilde red in the Myſts oſ th 


Error, and loſt the true Foundation, an 
are gone from the Rock upon which th 
true Church is builded, which is neithe 
Peter nor his Succeſſor, but Chriſt th 
true Foundation, which abideth ſure; an 
all that believin him, and have their mind 
ſtaid upon him, know ſettlement and e 
ſtabliſhment in that which the Gates 0 
Hell prevails not againſt. 

But bleſſed be the Lord, he is come, re 
vealed and made manifeſt, who is able te 
make war with the Beaſt and his follow- 
ers, and a diſcerning is given unto his ſer- 
vants, that they can diſtinguiſh betwixt 
the Cup of Fornication, and the Cup of 
Bleſſing, and betwixt the Table of the 
Lord, & the Table of Devils;betwixt the 
true Church, che Lambs Wife, & Myfterie 
Babylon, the Mother of Harlots; betwixt 
the Heavenly Treaſure, which is commu- 
nicable to the Saints in Light, who are 

Members of the true Church, and the 
. : Mer- 
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Merchandize and the corrupt treafare of 
the Harlot, which the Nations, Kindreds 
and Tonpues have been forced to buy, by 


bili;eaſon of the forcing and compelling po- 


And 


wer of the Beaſt; and ſo the Nations have 


gnoꝗ been begotten into a ſtrange nature, into 


the cruel nature, killing one another a- 
bout the forms of Worſhip, and ſhadows, 
and the ſubſtance hath been known but 
to a few, neither the Lambs nature, whieh 
is meek and innocent, and the Lea ves of 


che Tree of Life, which heals the Nati- 


ons, hath been known but to a few,which 
is the cauſe of all the Broiles, Murthers 
and Maſſacres, Impriſonments and crael 
Torments which the Nations have afthi&t - 
ed one another with, who have profeſſed 
Chriſtianity, but have been out of the 
life, and out of the nature of the true 
Church, which Chriſt is the Head of, 
which is Wife unto the Lamb; and herein 
is the true Church manifeſt from the 
falſe; The falſe Church hath propogated 
and encreaſed her number of Members by 
force and awe, and Cain, Weapons, and 
many have been forced into a belief, and 
a feigned kind of Profeſſion, rather than 
by ſound Doctrine, or anſwering God's 
Witneſs in Peoples hearts and conſcien- 
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ces, But the true Church, who is of the 
Husband's Nature, her weapons have 
been, is, and wil be ſpiritual, and yet is 
mighty through God, to beat down 
ſtrong holds of fin & wickedneſs in peo- 
ple, and hath by ſound Doctrine and a 
good example, anſwered God's Witneſs 
in people's Tonſciences, without forcing 
to any thing, but recommended them - 
ſelves to every one's Conſcience in the 
fight of God, and would have every one 
perſwaded in their own hearts (by the 
Lord) of the truth which they believed, 
and not to take things by tradition and 
hear · ſay, as the falſe Church and het 
Members have done, and ſo have had no 
aſſurance of God's Spirit in their hearts 
for what they did, and fo doubts have ari- 
ſen in the mind, becauſe whatſoever is not of 
faith. is fin: But God is opening the eyes 
of many, and enclining the hearts of ma- 
ny to ſeek after the aſſurance of God's 
dlefſedSpirit in their hearts, for what they 
do believe. 

And now Reader, I ſhall preſent thee 
with a great fardal and bundle of the 
Whore's Merchandize, and of the coun- 
terfeit Ware which ſhe hath long decei- 
ved che Nations with , which hath * 


laid as mouldy and ruſty in this Nation, 


but now new trim'd up, and preſented 
again to this Nation as for precious trea- 
ſure, and it is not to be concealed in a 
narrow corner, or put off under banc; 
ſo that this Merchant of Bai hath pr e- 
ſented it to publick view with a great con- 
fidence that people that hath been toſſed 
up and down, and have found no reſt 
for their ſouls, at laſt may come to make 
a trial of this Merchand:ze, and ſee what 
it wil do; but leſt any ſbould be cheated 


and deceived with ſuch counterfeic Traf- 


fique,l could not chuſe(having the know- 
ledge thereof ) but declare againſt the de- 
ceit thereof, and to give warning unto all 
to beware how they touch, taſt or handle 
ic, leſt they be defiled and corrupted by 
it, and their underſtandings darł ned, and 
their Conſciences defiled ; And the Mer- 
chandize is this, ticuled, A ſort Catechiſm 
againſt all Sectaries, by way of Queſtion and 
Anſwer ; wherein all the Dotirines and Pra- 
ctices of the Church of Rome are aſſerted 
for infallible and Apoſtslical , wherein alſo 
it is holden out, That the C hurchof Rome 
is the onely true Church, out of which theres 
no ſa vation; and ſome Arguments to 
prave the ſame: Alſo in this ſaid Book, 
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ctaries, wholly to be without ſalvation : 
Newly publiſhed and tranſlated by C. A. 
and London printed for P. S. 1662. 

And though we have given publick Te- 
ſtimony both in word and writing (in di- 
vers Nations) in doctrine and pract ce: 
yet ſuch hath been the envy of many pro- 
feſſors, who have denied the Church of 
Rome, that they have accuſed us for hold- 
ing Popiſh renents, yet now on the other 
hand by this Popiſh Author, we are con- 
demned as Hereticksand Settaries, and to 
be without ſalvation : And thus they who 
have been under the Beaſts power in the 
Apoſtacy , have toſt us upon their horns 
from one to another, and have puſhed us 
this way and that way; and every party 
and ſect hath reckon'dus, and join'd us 
with them whom they judged to be tranſ- 
grefſors; but it is a ſmall thing to us to be 
Judged by man's Judgment; for our Judg- 
ment is with the Lord, and he judgeth in 
righteouſneſs , and unto him we appeal, 
who in his own day, when righteouſneſs 
comes to be revealed in peoples hearts, 
they ſhall come to know us as we are, and 
the truth which we believe and walk in ag 
it it in Jeſun. But 


all that are not of the Church of Rome, 
arecondemned already as Heretichs, Se- 
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Bat that ſuch a heap and bundle of 
falſe Doctrine, and Superſtitious and Ido- 
latrous practices may not go unreproved 
God hath put it into my heart to bear 
my teſtimony againſt it, and all the con- 
fuſed heap of darkneſs which is laid down 
for Catholick Doctrine, and to diſcover 
the deceit thereof, leſt any ſhould be be- 
guiled and led into the dark paths of Ig- 
norance and Error , and fhould becoms 
an [nhab'rant of that City, which hacks 
ſhed the blood of the Prophets and Mar- 
tyrs, where now Chriſt is crucified. 


Firlt of all, the Author ſaith 5 There is 
but one true Religion wherein any can be ſa- 
ved. 

Anſ. Tis true, there is but one true Re- 
ligion in the which ſalvation is witneſſed, 
which is confeſſed by all who profeſs Re- 
ligion, and every one wil needs lay claim 
to it; and many have contended even by 
force and arms ftrice the A poſtacy encer- 
ed in, and hath kill'd and deſtroy'd one a- 
nother about the name or ſound, without 
the thing it ſelf; and all Profeſſors of 


Religion who ate in that natute, are not 


in the true Neligion in which ſalvation ts 
wicneſſed: The true Religion ſtandeth 
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in the Power of Gude be exerciſed 
in thoſe things which the Power of God 
directeth every one in, who believe in it, 
and to be obedient unto the commands 
of Chrift, and to keep bis ſayings, and to 
follow his Example in righteouſneſs and 
holineſs; and in that which overcometh 
the World, and giveth victory over it, and 
keepeth out of the pollutions' of it. And 
this is the pure Religion which purifies 
the heart & conſcience from dead works, 
and teacheth to love Enemies. Now the 
Church of Rome is manifeſt not to be in 
the one true Religion, but have departed 
from this Faith, and this Doctrine: Let all 
Nations bear witneſs where your Religi- 
on hath been profeſſed , how you have 
kept this Faith, and walkt in this Religi- 
on, if any have diſſented from you theſe 
many hundred years,and that upon good 
grounds, as Luther and Calvin, which 
thou art ſo angry at, and bring'ſt many 
Calumnies againſt, and ſlanderous things, 
and lyes, of which thy Veſſel is ful. Now 
they, with all others that diſſent from 
you, you have reckon'd (and do) as Se- 
ctaries and Hereticks: And in caſe it were 
really ſo, it you were in the true Reliꝑi- 
pn, and in the Faith of Chriſt, you would 
ET» a 125 , 1 's ot 
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not deſtroy ſo many a lives as you 
have done within theſe thouſand years; 
Jjppeal to all Nations where your Au- 
thority hath been exerciſed; how many 
have you kill'd,rortur'd, burnt to aſhes, 
and deſtroyed the Workmanſhip of 
God: But it may be thou judgeſt ſuch 
a diſlinction as chis will cover a little, 
as, To hate their Hereſie, and to love their 
perſons; but how you have lov'd their 
perſons , I hope England hath not yet 
forgotten; inſtance 7 oh» Wick/iffe,whoſe 
bones voy took up and burnt forty one 
years after his deceaſe; and how many 
hundreds more hathbeen burnt to aſhes 
in Exgland, in later years, as Hereticks 
and Seftaries, whoſe blood yet ſpeaks 
and cries for vengeance upan thatCity, 
that Church and Religion, which hath 
drunk the blood of the Prophets & Mar- 
tyrs. So in what I have ſaid, the Church 
of Rome (to all unbyaſſed ſpirits) wil ap- 
pear to be out of that one true Religi· 
on, and that Faith and Doctrine which 
Chriſt deliyer'd; and fo ſalvation is not 


to be looked for amongſt killers and de- 


ſtroyers: And ſo what I have ſaid may 
convince the Author of this Book, that 
they are not in the one true Religion 
27 in 
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in which ſalvation is witneſſed, 

And this Roman Church hath been always 
viſihle and univerſal ſince the Apples dayes, 
and Inſidels have alwayes been obliged to jorn 
unto her; yet one cannot be bound to ſeek that 
which is inviſible ; And the marks and ſigns 
of this Roman Church are four, comprixed in 
theſe words, I believe in the true Church, 
which is One, Holy, Cacholick and A- 
poſtolick. 

Anſw, That there was a Church at 
Rome in the Apoſtles dayes, is not deni- 
ed; ſo was there at Antioch, at Philippi, 
at / heſſalonica, at Corinth, and divers o- 
ther places that I might inſtance,which 
were as viſible as Rome was, and as much 
a City ſec on a Hill, as Rome was, and 
not inferior in Doctrine, Gifts & good 
Works, to Rome at all, but as to Prece- 
dency and Antiquity, may claim prio- 
rity before Rome: And if he pleads that 
Peter was at Rome, and (as he ſaith) was 
Chrifts Vicar and Biſfiop; and if becauſe 
of chis, Rome doth excel, (which the 
Scripture is ſilent in) Jeruſalem might 
claim priority before Rome in this, for 
he (we read of) was more converſant 
at Feruſalem, and a Miniſter of Circum. 
ciſion, and Paul miniſtred 80 9 
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who preacht two aL years both to 
Jews and Romans, which were Gentiles, 
bur it ſeems the very — Peter to 
bee Biſhop of Rome hath made Pauly 
work void, and hath turned his work 


out of doors; but however he which 


hath uſurped the Name of Chriſts Vicar, 
hath turned both Peter and Paul their 
Life, and Doctrine, and Practice out of 
doors, to ſet up Pride and Deceit. But 
what blindneſſe and ignorance is this, 
to judge that God hath bound himſelf 
ſo by prom ſe to any place, that he will 
always continue with them, whether 
they abide in his Doctrine yea or nay: 
And though Chriſt ſaid, The Gates of 
Hell ſhould not prevail againſt the Church, 
had this onely a Limitat ion to one 
place; if it muſt needs be underſtood 
of a place outward, becaufe of theſe 
words afore-mentioned, then why is it 
not extended as well to Aztioch,and the 
feven Churches of Aſia, and the reſt 
afore · mentioned; hath not the Gates 
of Hell, and powers of darkneſs pre- 
vailed againſt them places, and the 
Turks taken poſſeſſion thereof. And as 
for your Church at Rome, which thou 
ſaith cannot err, and hath always been 
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viſible and univerſal : What ſaiſt thou 
to Marcilianus, Chriſt's Vicar as you 
judge? Whether did he not loſe his keys 
when he ſacrificed to Ido's, in the tenth 
year of Diocleſianꝰ But it may be then 
thy Church muſt not reſide in Chriſt's 
Vicar, but in a. general Council: But 
hereafter we wil conlider whether they 
have been alwayes one, and could not 
errr. 

Secondly, That whereby the Roman 
Churchjgivesus a Mark and Sign co be 
the true Church, co wit, Univerfatity 
and Viſibility makes. her clearly 
to be a Harlot; fur John ſaw the true 
Church flye inco the Wilderneſs for 
time, times, and half of time; now if 
y ours hath becn viſible and univerſal 
all this time, times and a half. then you 


are not the true Church; for Univerſa - 


lity comprehends all Nations, Kind: 
reds, I ongues and People; and if this 
be the Seat of your Church, then abſo- 
lutely your Church is Myſterie Babylon, 
(and not the Lambs Wife) for ſhe ſate 
upon Nations, Kindreds, Tongues, peo- 
ples and Languages, which were Was 
ters. 
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And here is your — , Viſible 
Church meaſur'd with God's Meaſu- 
ring-Rod : Firft, To be the Harlot, be- 
cauſe ſhe was never in the Wilderneſſe. 
Secondly , becauſe her ſeat hath been 
ſo Univerſal and Catholick,as Natious, 
Kindreds, Tongues, Peoples and Lan- 
guages hath been the ſeat of your 
Church, which are the Waters which 
John ſaw; and ſo truly may be called 
the Great City. 

And as for I»fidels being obliged to join to 
jau, this hath been becauſe you have 
forc*d and compell'd by your power 
and outward force where you had do- 
minion , and to eſcape your tortures, 
rather than by ſound Doctrine, or a 
holy Example, Or, 

Secondly , Becauſe your Religion 
hath flood in ſo many formalities and 
ceremonies, which hath been very plea- 
ſing, and ſo near unto the Heathens na- 
ture. ‚ 

And thou ſays, that one cannot be bound 
to ſeek that which is inviſibleil ſay, through 
faith Cod hath been ſeen who is invi- 
ſible; and Chriſt ſaid , Seek and ye ſhall 
find; and the Kingdom of God is ſpiri- 
tual and inviſible, and the 2 
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viſible eye never diſcerned it, for the 
Church is in God, and God is a Spirit, 
and Chriſt is the quickning Spirit who 
is the Head of the Church which is his 
Body; and the ſpiritual and invifible 
eye is that which diſcerns the Head and 
the Body;and you that looke gazing af- 
ter things that are viſible, have never 
diſcern'd the Members of the true 
Church of God as ſuch, neither have 
known them, but have condemned 
them as Hereticks in all ages, as your 
generation hath done, who have been 
in Cains way. . 
Secondl y, If Auity, Holineſs, Kniver- 
fa! and Apoſtetick,, be the marks and 
figns of a true Church, then yours is 
not the true Church no more then they 
you count Sectaries and Hereticks, 
which thou ſaiſt, are no more one than 
Cats and Dogs: The compariſon is o- 
dious, and like a ſuarling, catching ſpi- 
rit, who would tear every one that com- 
— thee. _ what if there be 
Proteſiamts, Puritans, Anabaptiſts, Indepen- 
dents and Quakers, theſe Sho are but 
nominal, and chere is not one amongſt 
all theſe, but they acknowledge one 
Gad, and Jeſus Chriſt to be the Head 
of 
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of the Body which is Js Church, and 
one Spirit by which the Saints are ſan- 
Aifed ; and they acknowledge Chriſts 
Doctrine in words, and his Worſhip, that 
it is in ſpirit and in truth, and walketh 
nearer to the practice of the Apoſtles 
and the Church in their days, than you 
do: And if in ſome things they do va- 
ry, why may not variety be allowed by 
thee, where it is onely nominal and cir- 
cumſtantial, as well as thou canſt allow 
variety of Ave Maries, Creeds , and Pa- 
ter Noſters, which thou ſaiſt delighteth? 
But why haſt thou not judged at home? 
Thou muſt not think to lead us like A- 
nimals by the Head, as your Church 
doth poor ignorant people, to receive 
every thing for Apoſfolick. Doctrine, be- 
cauſe the Church of Roms calls it ſo, 
and cryes Anity: Might nor the Secta- 
ries as thou callſt them, return this up- 
on your ſelves, that you are not at uni- 
ty, and not one? What meaneth the 
diverſity of Orders in your Church, 
which may be called ſects, that is, Icram 
Order, Auſtias Order, Gregory's Order, 
Carmalites, Crouched Fryars, Franct, An- 
thouy's, Bennet's, Dominick's, Trinity, Ba» 
fil, Brigaidine n Orders? All theſe kind 
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of Orders, and , more, with every 
one their diſtinct Service, Formalities 
and Ceremonies, what a heap of Secta · 
ries are here, and yet Rome cryes Unity! 
Beſides, what contradificn in your 
Councils , may hereafter be made ma- 
nifeſt, and in your Vicars, cne throw- 
ing down and condemning that {which 
others have ſet up for Apoſtolick dactrint. 
So if Xnity be a mark of the trueChurch, 
then you are without this mark and 


ſigu more than they which you call Se- 


Faries. 


Thirdly, If Holineß be a ſign of the 


true Church, you are without this ſign 


alſo more than the Se&aries, as you are 
pleaſed to call chem : What cruel Mur- 
hers, Maſſacres, Tortures, Bloodſheds 
hath been a&ed by your Church, and 
that by Commiſſion from his Holineſs, 
(ſocalldy Chriſt's Vicar, againſt them 


that have diſſented from you upon y 


good and warrantable ground , — 


upon the account of Religion, becauſe 


they could not acknowledge the Pope 
to be the Head, and Chriſt's Vicar, and 
receive all Decrees, though never ſo re- 
pugnant unto the Doctrine of Chriſt; 


yet becauſe for Conſcience- ſake many 


have 


—— 
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tiaye denied ſach things, nothing but fire 
and ſword have been threacned , and the 
force thereof hath been Known in many 
Nations, as for inſtance, in Germany and 
the Low-Countreys, France, Pyedmonnt, 
Hollund, England, and Ireland of late years, 
many thouſands maſſacred (not in War, 
but / in holes, hundreds of Houſes burnt, 
men, women and children; children ta- 
ken trom their Mothers Breaſts, & knocke 
againſt the Walls, toſs'd upon Pikes and 
Spears , wounded with Swords; throw 
into Lakes and Rivers, ſtript naked; 
ſtarv d in cold ſeaſons, through ſuch like 
inhumane and ſavage cruelty: Commitf- 
fions given from your Nuntio's and A- 
gents to rob, to ſteal, even Servants from 
their Maſters, even upon this accbunt on- 
y, to weaken & enfeeble the Sectaries and 
Hereticks , as you ſtile them, to advance 
your Holinefle's Chair, and to progagite 
your holy, or rather unholy Church and 
Religion, which thing; remain freſhin 


the memory of many Nations to this day? 


| 


beſides; doth not your Church tolefate 

Stews and Adulterous Houſes in the Ci- 

ttes where you have Nominion ? Beſides, 

Pride abounds amongſt you ,- more than 

the Nations beſide, _ ſo your _ 
| At 


(18) 
bath neicher this Mark nor Sign of Holi- 
neſle, is | ' f 
Fourthly, As for yout Church being 
Cathelick, and Hniverſal, you want this 
ſign alſo; If it be One, Aniverſal compre- 
hends all Nations, like as all the World 
(in compariſon) were your Church: What, 
is Ger mau, France, England, Scotland and 
Ireland, nothiag? What, is all the T»rks 
Dominions of your Faith? And thou ſaiſt, 
In Aſia, Africa and America, all is com» 
ing to an end. There is that riſen, and a+ 

iſing in America, which muſt ſpread over 
the Nations; the breath of the Lord 
bloweth, which will daily dry up the Wa- 
ters, which is the Seat of your Church, 
which you ſo much boaſt of: And what, 
have you converted all the Indians? nay 
have you not hardened their hearts a- 
gain the Name of Chriſt , becauſe of 
your cruelty and unholy converſation 
among them? So that the Name of Chr;/ 
and Chriſtian, is become as odious unto 
them, as Malo met is unto you; And fo 
yogare without this Sign, as that you are 

the true Church, 
_ Lafily, That your Church is Apoſtoliek, 
if this be the Mark of the true Church, 
then you are without this alſo ; for you 
are 


my 
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in Doctrine nor Pta- 
Qice; yout weapons are carnal , theirs 
ſpiritual; their Head was Chriſt the Light 


00f che World; your Head is viſible and 


carnal, which darkens the World; they 
tur ned people from darkneſs to light, and 
to the Word of Faith in their hearts, and 
to knew Chriſt in them to juſtiſie them: 
But one of your Rabbies told us lately, 
you had no ſuch Doctrine in the Church 
of Rome , as Chriſt in jou: The Apoſtles 
rurn'd them to the Annointing , and to 
the Spirit, to be taught by it, and to be led 
by it into all truth, and to worſhip in it; 
and yon turn them to Images, pictures, 
Crucifixes, Beads and Altars, and ſo keep 
people in outward things, which feed the 
ſenſual and corrupt parc. Laſtly, they ſaid 
bodily exerciſe profitet h little; and moſt of 
your Worſhip ſtands in obſerving of days, 
meats, drinks, waſhings, ſprinklings, Al- 
rars, Tapers, lighting and bearing Can - 
des, bowing, creeping to the Croſs, tur n- 
ing, wheeling this way and that way in 
all time and parts of your Worſhip; ſo 
that there is no time left for the heart to 
be exerciſed towards God; And ſo you 
are not Apoſtolical, and ſo are without 
this true ſign of being the true Church of 

| C 2 God, 
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God, But I hall dedend to particular 
things, which is aſſerted, and ſeems to be 
proved, but very weakly : But we can ex- 
pect no Wine but ſuch as is in the Bottle. 

It is aſſerted by this Author, That the 
Pope us the Head of the true Church, in 
which ſalyation ts onely to be expected; And 
his proof he brings, is this; Chriſt hath ſo 
ordained it, inſayingto Peter, Matth. 16, 
18,19. Upon this Rock will I build my 
Church; and Chriſt hath given power to 
him and his Succeſſors to be a Head to rule 
and gevern the Church and as there is an Em- 
peror to be Head of the Empire, and a King 
of the Kingdom, ſo Peter and his Succeſſors 
are the Head of the Church, and have the 
Keysof the Kingdom of Heaven, to bind and 
to lasſe, and to remit and retain ſinnes. 

The Apoſtolick Church hath this 
Doctrine, That Chriſt was given to 
be the Head of the Body, which is the 
Church , which is ſpiritual, chough in 
the World, yet not of the World; and 
the Father hath committed all power in 
Heaven and Earth to the Son, and hath 
ordained him to be a Leader, a Teacher, 
and a feeder of his Flock, and to be his 
ſalvation to the ends of the Earth , and 
bisglory he will not give to another: But 

it 
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it ſeems the Church of Rome hath foared 


ſo high in their conceits and imsginati- 
ons, that they judge all this Power to be 
given unto the Pope, Peter's Succeſſor, as 
they ſay : Now we do not read of 7 ws 
Heads to the One Body, which is the true 
Church, Eph,4.4.15, And ſo this is a con- 
trary Doctrine then that of the primi- 
tive Church; and Chriſt who is the Head 
of the Body, he ſaid, Lo / am with jou to 
the end of the world: And ſoit is the meer 
arrogancy and pride of the Pope to be 
called the Head of the Church, and an 
iatrenching Chriſt's Power and Preroga- 
tive ; and that ever Peter was called che 
Head of the Church, we do not read;and 
that of the 16, of Matthew is but a poor 
proof to prove Peter to be the Head of 
the Church, for Chriſt ſpoke unto his Nil- 
ciples, ver: 15. and asked chem, hom ſay 
ye that Iam ? Peter as one amongſt the 
reſtſaid,7 how art Chriſt the Son of the living 
God; and Chriſt ſaid , I pon this Rock will 
I build my Church, viz. Upon him 
which was revealed unto Peter by the Fa- 
ther, the Son of God, which was the 
Rock which the Fathers cat of,and drank 
of, Chriſt the Rock of ages; and another 
Foundation can none lay ( ſaid the Apoſtle ) 

C 3 then 
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then that which is laid already, Chriſt the 
Rock and Corner. ſtons, and not Peter; for 
Chriſt is unchangeable , and abideth for 
ever, and ſo was not Peter, though Peter 
and the reſt of the Apoſtles received po- 
wer from Chriſt; yet in the 22, and 23. 
verſes of the ſame Chapter, he was gone 
out of the ſavour and diſcerning , and 
Chriſt ſaid unto him , Get thee bebind me 
Satan, for thou ſavoureſt not the things of 
God; and what though it could be pro- 
ved that Peter was at Kome, a Paſtor, an 
Elder, or a Biſhip, who fed the Flock, and 
did feed the Flock, and fo might be rec- 
kon'd as an Elder, and worthy of Honor 
in reſpe& of his labour and diligence in 
the work of Chriſt; is the Promiſe ſo en- 
tailed co Rome or to any place, that the 
next that ſucceeds in that place muſt 
needs receive the ſame honor, when he 
doth not the ſame work, which is worthy 
of honor, neither is in the ſame power; but 
this I am ſure of, though the Church of 
Rome lay claim unto Peters Biſhoprick, as 
they ſay , yet they have not done his 
work, 

And ſecondly , If Peter was at Rome, 
and a Paſtor, yethe was not a Lord, for 
Chriſt reproved that when they ſtrove 

which 
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which ſhould be the greateſt, and ſaid un- 
to them, The Gemt/es exerciſe Lordſhip one 
over another, but it ſhall not be ſo amung you; 
and though Peter and the reſt of the A. 
poſtles who were in the power of God, 
had that which did open into the King- 
dom of God, and ſhut out that which did 
defile, yet this we are ſure of, he ſold na 
Pardons nor Indulgences fot pain and fil - 
thy lucre , as many have done whom you 
call Peter's Succeſſors, and Chriſt's Vicar, 
and Univerſal Biſhop, and viſible Head; 
but it's manifeſt how the Pope became vi- 
ſible Head, and Univerſal Biſhop, not be- 
cauſe of any work or labour in the Do- 
ctrine of Chriſt, or the Work of the Go» 
ſpel, but by means of the Roman Empe- 
ror; for while the Chriſtians were under 
perſecution and ſuffering, there was no 
talk of Viſible Heads , or much of Uni- 
verfal Biſhop,for then Rowe had no more 
priority then the reſt ; for the Churches 
at Conſtantinople, at Jeruſalem , at Ceſaria, 
at Cyprus and Alexandria, for the firſt three 
hundred years , they bad as much power 
in their ſeveral Churches , as Rome had, 
and ofcen the Elders or Biſhops of the a- 
foreſaid Churches did reprove ſharply the 
Biſhop of Rome; But at laſt about five 
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Ca 
hundred years or $. PR to aſpire 
to the Empire of Rome, he murthered his 
own Maſter Mauritius and his Children, 
to attain unto the Empire; So at that 
time Boniface the third wasBiſhop of Rome, 
and Phocas ſomewhat fearing, and willing 
to have Boniface his favour , condeſcend- 
eth to all his Petitions. and grants him to 
be Univerſal Head-Biſhop over all Chri- 
ſtian Churches; and there was the firſt 
riſe of Rome's viſible Head; for this fri vo- 
Jous reaſon of being Peter's Succeſſor, 
could never have raiſed him to that 
height, bat then the Emperors Power 
and Authority became to be the more 


forcible plea; for before that time the Bi- 


ſhops of Rome were choſen by the Empe- 
rors conſent, but after he had got power, 
Emperors could not be choſen but by the 
Popes conſent; and then came the Biſhop 
of Rome to be a viſible Head, and be cal- 
led Univerſal Biſhop , Chriſt's Vicar , a 
Lord Spiritual over all the Churches, and 
in proceſsof time, Lord temporal over 

all che Empire. | 
And thus your Church of Rome be- 
came magnificent and great, and to fit as 
a Queen upon the Waters, Nations, Kin- 
dreds and Tongues, as you acknowledge 
: | your 
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your Church of Rome bath fpread over; 


and here is a Head and a Body which are 
joyn'd together in union: Chriſt is the 
Head of the true Body, which is hisChurch 
and his Wife; and Antichriſt he is the viſi- 
ble Head of his viſible Church and Wife, 
Myſterie Babylon. | 

' Thenext piece of Merchandize which 
the Author brings forth to vie, is Pur- 
gatory, and prayer to be made for the 


dead, and alſo prayer unto the Saints; and 


the Authors proof is 1 Cor. 3. 15. where 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Every mans work, ſhall 
be tryed, and that work, which will not abide 
the Gre, muſt be burnt; and this the Author 
calls the fire of another World, and prayers 
for the dead he proves out of the 12. of 
Maccabees, and prayer to the Saints: He 
ſayes, it's lawful to pray in this morld unte 

vod people; and Paul while he lived, did pray 

ar others, and alſo did beg their prayers: And 
the Angel in the firſt of Zachary prayed for 
[frael, and ther can be no harm is praying to 
them that can pray for us, 

Anſ. Them that dwell in the ſhadow of 
death, are like to ſpeak out of thick dark- 
neſs;and they that have made a Covenant 
with death, are loath to have it broken; 
and they that have a mind to continue = 

> n 
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ſin while they live, have a mind to put the 
evil day afar off, and Judgement afar off, 
and evil-doers will never have it time 20 
give account for their evil deeds, and ſo 
puts it off till they are dead, and to ano- 
ther world; and let the Devil have prehe- 
minence in their hearts while they live, 
and reckon their fins venial , and light 
fauſts; this isgontrary to the Doctrine of 
the true Church of Chriſt, and contrary 
to the Apoſtles Doctrine, who ſaid, The 
wages of ſin is death; and there is no ſinne 
goes unpuniſhed nor unjudged , and Sion 
is redeemed through judgement, and by 
the Spirit of burning; and Purgatory is 
a fiction, a falſhood, and a lye: & there is 
no cleanfing from fin in another World; 
Solomon ſaith, As the Tree falleth , v bether 
to the North, or to the South, ſo ſhall the tree 
he; and the Word of God, who hath re- 
ceived it in their hearts, which is as a fire 
that purifies; and the Blood of Chriſt is 
that which cleanſeth from all Fn: &there's 
not any cleanſing from any fin, but by it. 
& thereis no cleanſing in another world, 
but — hath been invented, and 
prayer for the dead, dur thereby the 
Pope might be enriched, and ſell the in- 
vented Prayers and Ave Maries, — 
eat 


_ : 
cheat people of their money; and theres 
no ſacrifice to be offer'd for the dead who 
dye in their fins , nor no remiſſion after 
this life, . 

And as ſor praying to the Saints, the 
Scripture makes no mention of;& though 
Paul did pray for others, and beg the 
prayers of others, yet he prayed not for 
them when they were dead , neither did 
beg the prayer of the dead, but prayed 
for them who were believers in the true 
Church, and deſired the prayers of them 
that were living Members, and were alive, 
and lived in the world, and were redeem- 
ed out of it; and the Angel prayed not for 
the people of Iſrael when they were dead; 
and that which thou calls Jeremy's prayer 
in the Maccabees, was never ſpoken by the 
Spirit of the Lord, nor the offering was 
not made in the will of God;and the Pro- 
phet ſaith , Though Abraham know us not, 
aud Iſrael be ignorant of us, yet thow O Lord, 
art our Father, And the Lord ſaid unto 
David, Seek my face, and call upon me in the 
day of trouble, and I will hear and anſwer : 
Not upon Mary, Peter and Paul, Dominick 
and Anthony. Again, it's contrary to the 
practice of the Saints in the primitive 
times, and contrary to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, who ſaid unto his Diſciples, „ha- 
ſoever 


. (28) 

ſeover you u in my Name , the Father ſhall 
give it you ; Hedoth nor ſpeak of any o- 
ther Name; neither is any Prayer or Sup- 
plication accepted of the Father, but in 
the Name of Chriſt alone, So theſe Do- 
Qrines are falſe, and Doctrines of Devils, 
never commanded nor practiſed by any 
of the Saints in the primitive times , but 
onely have been invented and practiſed 
by the Apoſtates , who have erred from 
the faith and Practice which was once de- 
liver'd unto the Saints,which the Church 
of Rome hath made ſhipwrack.of in ma- 
ny things, which I have wade appear;and 
I ſhall proceed to more particvlars to 
manifeſt it, leſt, any ſhould be beguiled 
with ſuch deceitful Babyloniſh Merchan- 
dize which the Nations are too much cor- 
rupted with already. 

The next falſe Doctrine which the Au- 
thor lays down, is, That Chriſt is really and 
perſonally in the Maſs, and in the Enchariſt: 
And his proof is Luke 22,19, 1 Cor.11.25, 
26. For ſaith he, God who i Almighty, is 
able to change Bread into his Body, aud Wine 
into his bload (in the Maſs ) as he did change 
the Water into Wine , and make the World of 
nothing. Hence alſo by the way you may learn, 
that we are no Idolaters, adoring the Encha- 


rift, 
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riſt , becauſe it's no more Bread, but while 


Chriſt, our God and Redeemer , who placeth 
himſelf there by Miracle after the Prieſt 
hath uttered the ſacred words of Conſecrati- 
on ; yet the external accident of Bread and 
Wine remain, as our eyes repreſent to us; but 


faith tells us, the true Body of Chriſt is hidden 


under it, and the ſubſtance and nature of the 
material Bread is there no more. 
Oh horrible Blindneſs, and groſs Igno- 
rance; great Idolatry, and horrible blaf- 
phemy ; your Prieſts by their words it 
ſeems , can make God who made all 
things, and can make Chviſt the Redeem- 
er, then your Prieſts are greater then God 
and Chriſt ; for he which createth and 
maketh, muſt needs be greater then thar 
which is created and made : And thou 
confeſſes that it is really Bread and Wine 
before the Prieſts ſacred words are utter- 
ed of Conſecration, but afterwards it be- 
comes the real and true body of Chriſt ; 
yea, whole Chriſt our God and Redeem- 
er: So it is elear that the Prieſt hath 
power, in your judgment, to make the 
body of Chriſt, to make God and whole 
Chriſt a Redeemer; Oh that ever ſuch 
groſs darkneſs ſhould enter into the 
hearts of che fons of men: As for thoſe 
wo 


(0 -; 
two places in L»ke 22. 1 Cor,11, it is but 
a pitiful ground for you to plead , that 
the material Bread, and the material Cup 
is the very Body and Blood of Chriſt, was 
not Chriſt preſent, when he broke the 
Bread, and pave the Cup, and after too, 
and alive. Did they eat bis Body when 
he d at with them, and drink his Blood ? 
Was his body broken for them then, be» 
tore he was offered up? and was his Blood 
ſhed then, before he ſuffered upon the 
Croſ 2nay it's manifeſt he was alive in the 
Real Body. after they had eaten the Bread, 

and drunk the Cup, and chis was a ſigh 
unto them of his Suffering for them, and 
of bis: Death; and as the Apoſtle faith, 
As oft a they eat the Bread, and drunk the 
Cup, they (bewtd forth the Lords death till bel n 
came. (And reveal'd himſelf in his own po 
life and power) and then they ſaw aniſ vo 
feel'd that which was ſignified through bly 
rhe figure before, chat like as the Breaiſ the 
and the Cup did nouriſh the natural many, 
lixewiſe their fouls were fed and nourifly];- 
ed with the Bread of Life; and the Cuply, , 
of bleſſing which they knew and feel d 
little of, when Chriſt broke the Bread, 
aud gave the Cup; and doth not Chrift tin, 
ſay, I am the Door, I am the Way, I am the ye 
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at Vine; and alſo, Thi i my Body, and This 
at i n blood; Why ſhould one place be li- 
IP | terally and naturally underſtood and in- 
as | terpreted, and not another (0. 
ne | 2/y. And we do not queſtion what 
o, Chriſt can do, but what he did; That he 
el | curn'd water into Wine we da believe 
d? | and that God made the world of nothing 
e. is for thee to prove yet, and that Chriſt 
ol} made himſelf Inviſible, & paſſed through 
his enemies ſomtimes without being ſeen, 
the we believe; but that he made himſelf In- 
ad, viſible, vvhen he broke the Bread; and 
gal gare the Cup to the Diſciples, is clear 
contrary to the aforementiqned Scrip- 
ture, and divers others; or that he con- 
thr] reyed himſelf ſo inviſibly into the Bread, 
ef and into the Wine, as you ignorantly ſa p- 
n poſe,or that he was ſo under it, as thy own 
and] gord is; ſo as that he was not ſeen vifi- 
bly by the Diſciples, even when they eat 
eal] the Bread, and drank the Cup, and after 
an he bleſs'd it (is utterly falſe; )for they ſaw 
him before be took the bread, and when 
he took it, and bleſs'd ic, and brake it, and 
when they eat it, and after they had eac- 
en, be was viſible in all cheſe moments of 
time, is very evident both by Mathew, 
Mar K. Lal. 


and Fohy, in their Natrati- 
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. 
ori of the Supper; and fo all your twi. 
ning and turning, aud vain arguments, |: 
are made void. 

We do not believe that ever any 
of yout Prieſts turnꝰd Water into Wine, 
or Bread into Fleſi, or Wine into blood, 
of one ſort oft other; much lefs into the 
fleſh or blood of Chriſt: for thou ſaiſt 
the external Accidents remain, as our: 
eyes repreſent unto us after Conſecra- 
tion; but yet the nature of the materi- |, 
al Bread is no more, as your faith te a- 
ches you; ſo it ſeems you confeſs the 
viſible appearance which may be ſeen |; 
and felt, as to the natural Aſpect doth 
remain; that the natural Elements of |.; 
bread and wine till remain in fight, 
but the ſubſtance, nature and matter 
is no more in being, I ſhall appeal to 
che light of Chriſt in your conſciences, 
whether this be true yea or nay; Nay it 
is ſo ridiculous a thing, that ] dare ap- 
peal to any man or woman that have 
not loſt their ſences, whether that |,j 
which may be ſeen with the natural 

es, and may be felt by che natural |; 
hands, and taſted by the natural taſte, 
be not the very ſame in nature and mat- |; 
ter after Conſecration as before, if the 
exter- 


1 
external Ackidents do remain , as yon 
ſay it doth; we will join · fſkewith yon 
» [in this thing for trial, if your dare ven- 
ture it, and put it to proof, you and we 
with a joint conſent will chuſe Bread 
and Wine, and you and we will both 
eat and drink of Come patt of: it before, 
and then your Prieſt ſnall conſecrate it, 
and we will heart and ſee hat he faith, 
and doth; provided that he ſnall onely 
ſpeak to it, or pray over it, and then 
" [when he hack done, we will both eat a- 
Fan ; and. if it be not of the ſame ſub- 
ſtance, and;the ſame effect, as to your 
own underſtanding ; fence and feeling. 
as you are men and creatures; which if 
there be no alteration, but it remain 
the ſame in ſubſtance, in taſte, in mat - 
ter, nature and quality with that be- 
fore Conſecration, then you ſhall con- 
teſs your error, & deny your Doctijneʒ 
but if it be alter'd, we will deny ours, 
and join unto your Faith. - 


Or ſecondly, If you will ſtand to tri- 
a), and appoint time and place for two 
or three of you, and two or three of us 


ral to meet together, where. both parties 
a ay be ſecure as to their penſons, you 


one 


ind we mill uks Bread and, Wine, and 


: (34) 
one part of it ſhall be unconſecrated, and 
another part y ou ſhall be allow d to con» 
ſecrate as well as you can for the honor of 
your Church, and that which is conſecrs- 
ted, and chat vvbich is unconſecrated ſhall 
be ſet together, and ſhall be watched by 
ſome of each party ; and if that which is 
conſecrated, do corrupt, and decay, us 
that which is unconſecrated, then you wil 
renounce your Doctrine, and leave your 
killing about it; but if it do not corrupt 
and decay as well as that which is nncon- 
fecrated, then we will deny our Faith,and 
confeſs that you are the true Church. 

Laſtly, If you be not Idolaters, there 
was never any in the world, who ſay, that 
to adore or worſhip the Bread and Wine 
after conſecration, is no more Bread, but 
whole Chriſt, your God and Redeemer, 
who placeth himſelf there upon the Al- 
tar by miracle: It's a miraculous thing 
indeed, that that which is given unto you 
by the Prieſt ,- which enters in at the na- 
eural mouth, and goes into the belly, 
ſhould be the body of Chriſt, and whole 
Chriſt, and very God and Redeemer , as 
thou ſaiſt; that one perſon ſhould con- 
tain whole God, ſeeing the Scripture ſaich 


that the Heaven of Heavens cannot con- 
tain 
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1 
tuin him; for he ĩs the very fulneſt that fil. 
eth all things : Oh groſs darkneſs , and 
palpable ignorance which you have led 
people to believe! and call this Idol thar 
Rats and Mice may eat, whole Chriſt, God 
and Redeemer / And you have deſtroyed 
und burnt to aſhes tnany for Hereticks, 
who could not believe this Doctrine. 
Therefore all people it's time to look 4- 
bout you, and ſee where you ſtand , and 
what you / oĩn unto: If you cannot receive 
this Doctrine for holy and Apoſtolick by 
the Church of Rowe, not worthy to live; 
and without doubr, mighe not, if this 
Church had but that Authority which 
fomerimes it hath had in Esgland: but I 
hope the eyes of many are open to ſee and 
detect this damnable Doctrine. | 
So what I have ſaid in this particular, 


may be enough to confirm them who are 


in any meaſure in the truth, and to keep 
them back who have deſires after this fore 
nication , which the Nations bath drunk 
too much of: But I proceed to another 
particular; bur before, take a word or 
dero about the ceremonies. 

The Author ſayes , That ceremonies 
were uſed by Chriſt at his laſt Supper; and 
they excite people to their devotion du- 

| D 2 ring 


(36) | 
ring the Sacrifice; but for proof you mull, | - 


expect none from this'Author ,. and the 
Scripture is ſilent in the thing; and Ceres» 
monies' and Formalities are ſo far from 
ſtirring up the mind to God, that they in- 
deed draw the mind to be buſied in the ex» 
erciſe of them, from waiting · upon God, & 
from worſhipping him in theSpirie; & ſuch 
Worſhippers are onely acceptediof him; 

The Maſſe is ſaid. is Latine, and 
the reſt of Divine Service; for if it were 
not, ignorant people might eaſily be miſtaken, 
if theſe Myſteries were done in the vul gan 
Language; and becauſe the Scripture bath 
been written in Latine, Greek and Hebrew, 
and theſe three Languages were written upon 
Chriſt's Croſs,and therefore theſe three Nati- 
ons ought to uſe them at their Maſſe and Dis. 
vine Service; but the Prieſtly Garments and 
Ceremonies gives enough to underſtand what 
is done at the Maſſe and Divine Service, 

Anſ. This looks wich a blhck viſage to 
be Apoſtolick Doctrine; but however 1 
fhall ſearch into it, and examine it by the 
Apoſtles Doctrine, before it be condemn- 


cre 


cM 
WC 


ed: It's a good ſhift (indeed)to keep peo- ch 
ple from miſtakes , not to let them know ſſti 


what they ſay or do; but this is contrary, 
to the Apoſtles Doctrine, 1 Cer. 14. 7,8, 


9,10, 


ſhi 


DI! 
* 


ö 
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9 10, 11,14;15. f Trumpet give an un- 
certain ſound, who can prepare to Battel? And 


| except words utter d, be underſtood, how'(Hall 


it be known what is ſpoken If the weaning of 
the voice be not kriown/ unto him to hon tt is 
ollen, the ſpeaker and the hearer ars Barba- 
rian: one fot he ot hey 2 A nd when One und er. 
ſtandt not what is ſpoken, how can he be ed fi- 
id? Ard all ſervices ought to be done to edi - 


floation. So your Churet is erted from 


the Apoſtolick Doctrine; and your Maſſe, 
ind your Service doth not ediſie at All, but 
you are as Barbar ian one to anothet; for 
your Worſhip goes on in ſuch a pack 


Road, that the vulgar people would ſoon 
earn it, and knoß it, and (it may be) 


| ght. it, if they ſhould know the worth - 
leſneſs of it; and therefore the onely way 
fyou judge, is to keep them in ignorance. 


And what myſtetie is there in the Maſſe 


aid your Service, ſeeing that ir ſtands in 
croſſings, cringings, and abundance of 
endleſs ceremonies, and reiteration: of 


nn · ſoords, which are patcht up by many Au · 
eo- hots, contrary to Curiſt and the Apo- 
ow [[Hes Doctrine: But it ſeems che Prieſts 
ary germents and ceremonies gi ves under- 
8, tanding enough to the Auditors za dumb 
10, [ſhew is enough for them, ( like a Poppet 
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play) to make them underſtand the My- 
ſteries of your Maſs, an unbloody Sacri- 
fice indeed, in which there is no remiſſiou 
nor acceptation. And here thou haſt ac- 

uainted us with a Myſterie indeed! Bey 
cauſe Lat ine, Greek and Hebrew was writ 


ten by Pilate upon the croſs of Chriſt, 


therefore they are called Sacred Langua- 
es Sure the church of Ncme hath loft 
oth Faich and Reaſon; Will any that 
hath a friend that ſhould be crucified up- 
on acroſs, and an enemy who condemn'd 
him, ſhould ſet over him words in Laine, 
Greek and Hebrew, in contempt, that 
therefore a man ſhould count the Croſſe 
holy, and the Language ſacred, as the 
Churcb of Rome doth, is great ignorance 
and idolatry, of which ſhe is full, & there: 
fore is not Apoſtolick , nor the one true 
Church in which ſalvation is to be looked 
for, ag the Author would make people 
believe. | 
The next falſe and ſuperſtitious Do- 
Arine which this Merchant of the 


Church of Rome holds forth for Apo- 


ſtolical, is, The Reliques aud Images of 
Saints, and alſo Prayer by the Beads, by 
number and tale, as Brick-makers fell 
their Brick ; And this the Church of 

7 Rome; 


nee ee 


| gel appeared, Exodus 
| manded the Ark to be adored, becauſe it was 


SEE. 
Rome would put off unto us as Apoſto- 
ical Do&rme, "43237 

The Reliques and Images of Saints are 
honorable in regard of the Saints which they 
have relation unto , and God himſelf makes 
aſe of them for ſus Miracles: Moles was en- 
forced to honor the holy ground where the An- 
3. and David com- 


God's fost-ſtool, Pſal. 99.5. And to honor the 
Reli = and Images of Saints is no 1dolatry; 
for that is Idolatry to worſhip falſe gods ;, and 
Chriſt doth nat take it ill thar we honor bis 
Saints and Priends : And to number our 
Prayers, if Hail Mary be f4id upon Beads 
threeſ core and three times, it's ber4uſe Mary 
lived ſo many years; and the Prophet prayed 
ſeven times a day, and Chriſt three times in 
the Garden: And it's not evil to ſay our 
Prayers by number; and if —— No- 
ſters be ſaid, it ic in honour of the five wounds, 
and what would there be amiſi in this. And 
it's not [diots that prays by Beads, but Ca- 
tholick, Kings, the Pope, Cardinals and Bi- 


ſhops mabęs uſe of them; and variety delighte 


eth the mind, and there is no better prayers 
then the pater Noſter, Ave, and the 
e x | 

| Anf. 
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Anſw. The Reliques, or that which 


remains for all the Saints and Members |'; 


of the true Church of briſt to follow, 
and to honor, is, To live in the ſame 
life that they lived in, and to honor 


bim una was their life, by whoſe power | 


they fahle the will of God, and to 
walk in theſa 


me foot-ſteps, is to honor 


him that was their life, and them alſo, 


who walked as examplex;of righteouſ- 
neſs ; and that power by which they 
became examples of holineſs and righ- 
reouſneſs , but. for the Church of Rome 
to worſhip pieces of Cloth, Dead Bones, 
Painced Images, which may as well be 


called the Images of Cain, Ihmael,Judas,, 


and all che ſeed of Evil-doers, as well as 
the image of Chriſt, or Peter, Paul or Ma- 
ry, for any thing that they know, which 
they have but receiv'd by ſtory, and is 
but as old Wives fables, which Paul to 


Timothy reproyed. And hath the Church 


of Rome no better thing to put. them in 
mind of the Saints life, then a dead Pi- 


Qure or Image made by the hand of 
the Crafts man upon a wall, o a board, 


or paxchment;or paper, this & Idolatry; 
for Chriſt poi d to his Difcipleg,and 


to che true Church, That he would. ſend | 


by 


| (41) | 

bis: Spirit to lead them into all trut M hich 
is an inviſible thing) and to bring to 
remembrance what ever Chriſt had 
ſpoken, and what ſoeyer was neceſſary 


as to Salvation, whether the Saints life 


and holy practices which they lived in; 
or what loe ver elſe as conduced to their 
peace and juſtification with God; and 


hat Images did God make uſe of to 


ſhe w his Miracles by ? This d but an 
old fable formed by che Apoſtate Chri- 
ſtians, whoſe minds are turned after 
ſhadows and vain ſhews, and 18. erred 
fromthe inviſible life, and worſhipsthe 
works.of mens hands. LF > 
2. Though MWeſes did put, off. his 
ſhoo's. according to the command of 
the Lord, where God appeared in power 
and glory to him; What is this to your 
purpoſe? as to create and form places, 
and Conſecrate chem as holy, and then 
command reverence and honor unto 
them, this is but to worſhip the work of 
; own hands; and though David 
Ex the 99 Pſal. 5 verſ. Exalt the Lord 


| God, and worſhip at his footftoolg for he is ho- 


ly, What of all this, doth God call Re- 
iques or Images his Footſtool. And 
if the Author do judge that it was ſpo- 
T's | _— 


' (42) 
ken of Zion and Feruſalem outward, 
where An and the reit of the prieſſi 
worſhipped, yet doth not Chrift ſay , I. 
not at Jeruſalems &c. But they that worſhig 
Ged, worſhip bim in ſpirit and truth: What 
doth not the church of Nome profeſs Chri- 
ftianity and Apoſtolick Doctrine, and wil 
now turn Jews or imitaters of them? 
Wbat ig Rowe? Jeruſalem or Zion? And 
muſt res invented, and dead piece: 
of bones and wood, be recommended 
unts the Nations as holy things? This is 
contrary to the Apoſtolick church, and 
with the life of God is judged; and the 
life of the Saints whom you honour in 
words, and make pictures of, and wor- 
ſhips the works of your own hands, and 
crucifies the life where ever it appears, 
that they lived in, and teacheth a conirs- 
ry doctrine. ras 

3. Confeſſion may be madein words of 
the true God, and talk may be of his won- 
derous works, and yet people Idolaters; 
the church of the 7ews who acknowledge 
the trae God, and had feen and heard © 
his wonderous works, they eat and drank 
and roſe up to play; and theſe were Ido- 
laters, 8 ſuch is the church of Rome (who 
take peoples minds up wich garments _ 

Velt- 
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Veſtments, with Aliars and Candles, with 


Crucifixes & Agnus Dei, witb Images form- 
ed by Painters, with à piece of Bread 
called a Holy Hoſt, and Excher'ff, 
an wbloody Sacrißer) who neglefts the 
life, and him that is the Head of the Bo- 
dy, and his Wirneſſe in their hearts and 


¶conſciences, and leads them to worſhip 


and honour viſible and carnal things, and 
to buſie their mindes in the exerciſe of 
outward thing: which proſiteth little or 
nothing at all, and ſo are Idolaters, wor- 
ſu pping the works of your own hands, 


-which Chriſt and che Apoſtolick church 


bor e teſtimony againſt; for. t bat which 


che creatures mind goes out after, beſides, 


or without that which may be known of 
God in the heart, is made an Idol of, and 
the true God is not minded; and them 
that honor Gods Friends and Saints, walks 
in their ſootſteps, live their life, and ho- 
nor their ſayinga, but your Church is con» 
trary, who would kill, and have killed 8+ 
bout theſe invented Foppies, which 15 
contrary to the Apoſtles ine. God 
accepts not prayers by n nor tale, 
nor for multitude of words, which are 
— — , —— the 
Spirigz this Chriſt counted as evil, and re- 
12 ; | prebended 


044). 4 
/prehendedthe Pharitees, and ſaid , I wa 
like the uad repetitions of the Heathen, wh 
though to he heard for their much bablixg 
and the Salatation which the Angel pave 


to Mary; is no prayer: And that whieh| 


is called the Apoſtles Creed, is no prayer; 
land them that are unconverted unto 
God, may prattle and prate over the 
words. in the unbelief, and never have a. 
ny acceptance of God d And though the 
Prophet did pray ſeven / times a day, it was 
according to the motion of God's Spirit 
in his o heart, whictr ſhewed him his 
ſtate and meceſiity; and what is tl i; 
to ĩmitatorti, when they pray not with 
the fame Spirit neither in the fame words? 
Ard 'whit f Mary liued threeſcore an 
thtee years? ho gave commandment 
that Hail Mary ſhould be ſaid threeſcot̃e 
and three times over The reſt of the 
Saints are e to have but mull ſhares of 

+ worſhipandbonor, if ſhe go with all this 
' 41a day. And what ſive wounds is that 


which the Ghageb of Rowe dreams of, that 
tive Parr + muſt be ſaid for the ho- 


nor of Wie Dece:t and: [qrorance you 
wound him every day, and yoar Pater no- 
fers doth not honor him at all, pattred 
oft over wich your polluted lips, who are 
. 979 given 


45 ) 
2 to ſpeaklyes, and your tongues to 


peak miſchief, which Chriſt accepteth 
not: What, are you all new. creatures 
that ſay, Our Father which art in Heavens 
Are you-born again ? Are your Natures 


changed ? Sin you not? Do you hallow 


his Name, who do not love that which 
ſhe vs your evil deeds? Would you ſee his 
Kingdom come, which ſtands in righte· 
ouſneſs ? Wbere will you appear? Or 
how will you ſtand when beg appears in 
his Power and Glory to take vengeance 
on all them that wiſl not that he ſhould 
rule in their hearts, bo is the true Light 


i chat lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world? Would you ſee his wil done on 


earth as it is in Heaven, when you walk 
contrary to his Doctrine which the Apo- 
ſtolicx Church walked in, and ſets up a 
numberleſs number of Traditions and 
Inventions of men inſtead thereof, which 
the Lord accepteth not, and you pray not 
with underſtanding ? | 

. 5. As for your Beads, which are nei- 
ther Jewiſh nor Chriſtian , but meer Hes 


| theni(h,as to reckon the number or tale of 


that which you call your prayers by; and 
though Kings, Popes, Cardinals and Bi- 
ſkops do the ſame, this is but a ſmall proof 

e 
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as for Authority; Kings have drunk of 
the Whores Cup, aad Popes and Cardi-. 
nals haveuforped power thatChriſt never 
gave, as to exercife Lordſhip,and be Law 
givers uuto others; for the Lord is the 


Saints Law-piver, and the Saints Life and 


Judge, and be will not give his glory to 
another; for Kings have drunk of the 
VVhores cup of Fornication , and Popes 
have uſurped Authority, and Cardinals 
have exerciſed Lordſhip over mens con- 
ſciences , yea and over great Kingnomes 
and States too, And if they pray by 
Beads, as others do ſet formas by number 
& tale, they are as much Ideots as the reſt 
are, who know not the Spirit to pray by. 
And ſo this is no authority to prove your 
practice Apoſtolical and holy, as for va- 
riety of prayers and worſhips, it delight · 
eth the carna! mind indeed; but they that 
worſhip God in ſpirit and truth, they 
pray by the ſpirit, andin it, as David and 
Chrift prayed, whether ſeven times, five 
times or three times, and with underſtan- 
ding, and that which they prayed in, was 
not various, but ones and it's by that one 
ſpirit which is noc varions, by which the 
fons of God cry Abba Father; and rhe 
variety of your formed charms, bablings 

| upon 
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upon your Reads, God hath no regard 


unto , but is a (ſmoke in his noſtrils all 
theday- And they that haye exerciſed 
themſelves in theſe chings, have nor 
the witneſs of God in their own conſci- 
ences that they are accepted of God; 
and ſo I ſhal proceed to another Do- 
rine called Apoſtolical, and holy; and 
that is about Meats, whether they may 
be lawfully eaten at all times. 

T he Author confeſſeth they forbid certain 
kinds of meats, but it is but at certain times; 
and they are forbidden not as they are evil, 
and the Creatures of God, but becauſe they 
are forbidden by the Church; and his proof 1 
the Apple which Eve and Adam eat was not 
evil in it ſelf, but being prohibited; ſo to cat 
that which is good of it ſelf is not ill, but to 
ear contary to the Superiors mind and order, 
this c evil, The Bible and Scriptures ou 
not tobe read, but leave is tobe aged he 
Superior, becauſe there are many bard paſſa- 
ges, which they which have little or us learn 
ing, as Peter teſtifies in his ſecond Epiſtle, 
| „ ſome underſtands it one may, and 
ſome another; and therefore it is the fitteſt 
for Learned men to judge of them , and they 
muſt jndge whether people be in a capacity to 
read them. : 

Anſw. 
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Anſw. And why are Meats forbid- 
den at certain times, Is this like the A: 
poſtolick Doctrine ? Are not all times 
and ſeaſous in the hand of the Lord; 
and are all good to them that believe; 
and tothe pure all thingsare pure, all 
times and ſeaſons, all meats and drinks 
being ſanctified by the Word, which 
made. them all holy unto all that do 
believe: And if you forbid them not 
as they are Creatures of God, but be- 
cauſe they are forbidden, I ſay, who 
did forbid them, or when were they 
forbidden ? by Chriſt, his Apoſtles, or 
the true Church of Chriſt in their day; 
but on the contrary Chriſt taught, Tha: 
which goeth in at the mouth, and in at the 
belly doth not defile the man , but that which 
proceedeth out of the heart, which is corrupt- 
ed. And Paul (aid , What is [o'd at the 
ſhambles may be eaten, and no queſtion made 
for conſcience ſakg ; for tothe clean all things 
are clean, and to the believing all things are 
pure; and who limited ſuch meacs for 
ſuch dayes, and ſuch times, che true 
Church? No: but che Church of Rowe, 
who are going on in that Doctrine the 
Apoſtle (pole of the 1. of Tim. and the 
4. which he reckoned à doctrine of Deuils: 
ö | but 
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but here is your Argument that muſt 
bring you off, becauſe you forbid it not 
at all times; I ſay; if it be 4 Doctrine of 
Devils to forbid at all times, then it is 
ſome part of the Doctrine of Devils to for- 
bid at any time, ſeeing time and things 
are all good in the hand of the Lord: 
but if this Doctrine ſnould hold, what 
would become of your Dogg- days, and 
of your Lent, which has been patched 
up Week by Week by diverſe Popes; 
and of your Wedneſday, Friday and 
Saturday Faſts; fo by this account of 
yours half of the year is either unholy, 
or elſe ſome meat is unholy for half of 
the year; but thete is few bur ſees your 
blindneſs, that in this much need not 
be ſaid, but onely thus, That which 
may be lawful in it ſelf, when it is pro- 
hibited by the Lord unto any particu- 


lar, then it becomes evil; for wharſo- 


7 


ever # not of Faith i ſin: But Chriſt a- 
lone, unto whom all power is eommit- 
ted, hath the ſole power over the Heart 
and Conſcience; and for any to make 


Injunctions and Prohibitions contrary 


to him, the ſame is Antichriſt; and fo 
the practice which your Church com- 
mands is not Apoſtolical, but you bring 

E yoaks, 


= 

voaks upon the true Diſciples necks; 
which they that are made free by the 
Son, cannot ſtoop unto, neither join 
with; far whoſoever doth , goes into 
bondage: And Chrift is the Supreme 
Power unto whom all power is commit» 
ted; and when He juſtifies, what Supe» 
rior can condemn ? And there is no 
need of asking leave of them that are 
Superiors, Which reckons themſelves at 
ſo, ſeeing every man ſtands clear in the 
ſight of God, when be tranſgreſſes not 
againſt the Supreme Law of Chriſt in 
his Conſcience; and ta offend any Su- 
periors who lays any Injunction con- 
traty tothe Command of God, is not 
to offend God, neither to break hisComs 
mand. | 
25. It ſeems all parts of Religion is 
monopolized by Myſterie Babylon; in 
which Rome is compriſed, not onely 
patents and Pardons ſold for eating of 
meat, but authority and licence muſt 
be given to every one that reads Scrip - 


ture, a thing which the Apoſtolick 


Church ( before the Pope hada being) 
knew nothing of; but on the contrary, 
ſome were exhorted to read the Scrips 
tures, and ſome were commended for 

reading 
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reading of the Scripcures, and for ſear- 


ching whether the things were ſo as 
Pasl teſtified; and in this they were 
counted more Noble then they at Thoſ- 
ſalomte ; but now it is become an igno- 
ble thing, and not at all cobe ſuffered 
to read the Seriptures without Patent 
or Licence in the Church of Kamet ac- 
count, who have laid down Ignorancs to 
be che Ather of their Deiirio: But the 
danger is, becauſe there ate hard paſſa- 

which are not underſtood when 
people have little or no Learning, as che 
Author ſaith: What was it for want of 
natural Learning that Pe complains 
ed they. wreſted the Scriptures, and 
therefore is it for want of natural Lears 


ning that the Scriptures are not undet - 


tood, and for wanic of this they muſt 


not be read, as the Author ſaith : Ig- 


norant man l What was Pere ſuch 4 


great Learned man ? a poor Bout man, 
dr Fiſhermam, whom the Scripture ſaith 
n lite rate; in the Ach, wken th 


{beheld Peer and John, and t Hat they 


were illitetate men; aid faw their bold- 
nefs, and took notice they had been 
ich Jeſns: What was it want of natu- 
Learning chat = ſpoke of; =_ 
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r | 
he ſpoke againſt himſelf, for he was 1l« |, 


literate -:, but it was ſuch a Learning 
that chey wanted as this Author wants, 
who is untaught by the Spirit, and un- 
learned in the Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
ſuch wreſt che Scriptures, and do not 
underſtand hard ſayings, becauſe the 
deep. things of God are revealed 
through the Spirit of God, and not by 
natural Learning, as this Author, who 
would fell Licences and Pardons: for 
reading the. Scriptures, as they have 
done for eating Fleſh in Lem; but 2 


tory of Robin Hood, a Comedy, or a Play |; 


is more frequently read by the Mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome, which be» 
gets into looſneſs and prophanenels, a 
thing which this Generation is in love 
wich rather then che Scriprures ; and 
though che Scriptures be applauded in 
words as ſor the rule of Life by many, 
and a judge of Controverfies, yet how 
ſhould they be ruled that may not read 
them without a Licence, or a Tolerath 
on from the Superior: If it be lawful 
to read with Toleration , it's lawfu! to 
read without Toleration ; for the tole- 
ration of men neither addeth to, nor di- 
miniſheth from any ſpiritual ein 
. al 
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and Timothy read the Scriptures of a 


youth , and who gave him his Tolerati- 
on? And A pollas was a mighty man, and 
a knowing man in the Scriptures; from 
whence had he his Licenſe ? 

3. Becauſe thou judgeſt according to 
the judgement of this preſent evil world, 
that they are onely fit co read the Scrip- 
ture , and give interpretations upon it, 
whoare naturally learned , and have che 
wiſdom of this world : I ſay, Nay, the 


| world by wiſdom knew not God, neither 


know him now; and them that had natu- 
ral learning, rejected the Foundation; 
them that had the Hebrew Language fer 
Chriſt at noughr; they that had the Greek, 
tongue, withſtood Paul, and called him a 
babler; them that had the Laine Tongue 
(the Tongue of the Whore your Mother) 
perſecuted theChriſtians in the firſt three 
hundred years after Chriſt, as your own 
Hiſtories do relate: So according to all 
theſe who had onely the knowledg in the 
natural Languages, they did not under- 
ſtand the things of God; and ic was the 
wiſe builders which builded by art & skill 
inthe Earthly Wiſdom, that rejected the 
true Foundation and Corner - tone; but 
on the contrary; we ſuy, according to the 
2 4 E 3 Apo- 
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Apoſteliek Doätläs, har the Scripture t 
may he ręad, and ought to be read ; ſor n 
they are profitable for inſſruction and t 
correction, and information, to make the] u 
man of God perfect, and thorowly fur · I { 
niſht to every good work through faith | «| 
in Chriſt Jeſus: And I would have the] g 
Author know, that we do not look upon | 0 
Cardinals, Fryers, Monk: and Biſhaps, to be u 
the alone men of God, ſo that they alone | le 
have the ſole power to tolerate the read · ti 
ing of Scriptures, for he is a man of God 
who is born of the ſpirit which ſanctiſi · I tþ 
etch and leadeth into the clear pathes of | ex 
Equity and Rigbreouſneſs, who walks not | n 
after the fleſh, neither folfils the laſts | nr 
thereof; and ſuch there are, and have f of 
been, which have been unlearned in natus[ lie 
ral Tongues; but this is the way to keep] $ 
your Church in reputatiqn , to believe ach 
you believe, and every man to put out hij f ce 
own eyes, and live hy anather's ſight, and fu 
hang his faith upon another's ſhoulders; be 
this is not like Apoſtolick Doctrine, fes f th 
the Apolile ſaid, Let every ons be perſmadii be 
in has awn min not by other mens minds) th 
aud be that beljeveth hath the witneſs in hwy [11 
ſe!f, and hath it not to ſeek among the |fo 
lateral -Rabbies., who darken Counlel.| 
| through 
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through words; and it is not for want of 
natural learning, that one underſtandeth 
the Scriptures this way, and another that 
the way, but becauſe they want the under - 
ur-| ſanding of that Spirit which gave forth 
uth | the Scriptures, which Spirit univerſally is 
the | given to all men and women ( meaſure 
don of it) to lead into truth, and through 
be | which the deep things of God are revea- 
one [led : And it's not your Traditions. laven- 
ad · tions, natural Learning, Schools & Col- 
zod edges, Fryeries and Covents, in which 
tiſi · | the Spirit of God is onely limited; but 
+ of every one that ſeeks, finds; whether lear+ 
not ned or unlearned, for of a truth, God is 
alts] no reſpector of perſons: And ſo the mind 
ave of Chriſt is manifeſt unto them that be- 
tu; | lieve, and the one Spirit into which the 
ee Sins were baptized, is that which opens 
EU [the Scriptures truly as they are, and diſ- 
bis] cer neth the times and the ſeaſons, and 
and[fulfilleth it in the hearts of them that be- 
ers; | lieve, and manifeſts che ſtate unto which 
fes ſ they were ſpoken, And if the Scriptures 
Aal be ſo hard to be underſtood, by reaſon of 
ds) | the bard ſayiage, or betaiſe of the Tranſ- 
1h lation, tint have you beet doing theſe 
the fourteen hundred years, with all your 
ale learning, with all your Councils, Popes, 
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Biſhops and Clergy , that you have ndt 
tranſlated them aright, or ſo plain that 
they may be underſtood by all that reads) 
- But then your Doctrine, Worſhip and 
practice, would be ſoon manifeſt not to 
be Apoſtolical, nor conſonant and agree- 
ing to the practice of the true Church of 
Chriſt, 

And now I come to the effectual Argus 
ments and pregnant wayes which the Au- 
thor tells of, which will work upon the 
Sectaries to make them return to the Ca- 
tholick Church, which he ſaith they have 
groundleſiy forſaken; and now I ſhall 
come to try his arguments, and ſearch 
the force of them, which he layeth down 
as the moſt efficacious way to convince 
all Sectaties( as he is pleaſed to ſtile them) 
tocone to the Church of Rome; but the 
hope of this man will be like a Spider“ 
Web, for unto all whoſe Eyes God hath 
illuminated in any meaſure, will come to 
ſee the weakneſs of this Philoſophy and 
yain deceit, which be hath laid down a8. 
chief inſtrument to convince all, that the 
Roman Church is the true Church, and 
that ſalvation is onely concluded in her, 


1. The 


| 5 
1. The firſt argument he takes from 
Matth. 18.17. Chriſt ſends us to the Church 


(faith he) if any neglect to hear her, they 


muſt be counted as Heathens and Publicans: 
From hence this is the Argument, That, that 
Church is to be heard in which there is moſt 
Aſſurance to be had that one is in the way to 
ſal vat ion; but in the Roman Church there 
1 moſt aſſuraxce, therefore the Roman 
Church is to be heard. 


Anſ. The Minor is falfe , and alſo the 
Concluſion; That Church which hath the 
foundation of its aſſurance without, it is 
not the true Church of Chriſt , neither is 
to be heard; but the Roman Church 
hath onely their aſſurance of ſalvation 
without them , therefore are not to be 
heard, ic is manifeſt their aſſurance ſtands 
onely in outward things, as Antiquity 
and Viſibility , which are not the alone 
Marks of the true Church; Cain was an- 
cient enough, and there were them that 
were in Cain way before Rome was ſo 
highly elevated: and that for Univerſali- 
ty and Viſibility, there is no aſſurance in 

at, for all the World hath wondered af- 
ter the Beaſt, and the Whore hath ſitten 


upon Nations, Kindreds and People; * 
0 
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ſo the firſt __ is denied, and pro- 
ved to be falſe: I ſhall lay down another, 
1. Thar Church which hath always been ſo 
viſible and Univerſal ſince the Apoſtles 
dayes, as bath had its ſeat over Nations, 
Kindreds and Tongues , is not the true 
Church of Chriſt, but the Harlot;but the 
Church of Rome hath been univerſal over 
Nations, Kindreds, Tongues and people, 
therefore the Church of Rome is the 
Harlot, and not the true Church of 
Chriſt, 

But I ſhall not traduce thee in thy vain 
deceit; but return thy arguments upon 
thy ſetf,which thon chargeſt upon others, 


1. Asfirſt, That Church is not to be heard 
whoſe Authors and Doors are Coxeners and 
Impoſtors. 

2. But all are Coxeners and Impoſlars but 
the Church of Rome. 

Again; That the Church of Rome hath 
the Marks of the true Charch, aud nd other, 
# Antiquity, Miracles, holineſs of life i ni- 


verſality. - Again, That the Church of 


Rome takesrhe mirrow way that leads to life. 
Again, Becawſolihe Church of Rome kerps 
Sunddy iaſlead of Satnrday , by Tradition; 
therefore ſus is the Church of Chriſt. - 7 
0 
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To the firſt; If 2 Church is not to 
be heard, neither her cenſures regarded, 
whoſe Authors and Teachers have been 
Coꝛeners and Impoſtors, chen the church 
of Rome is not to be heard, nor ber cen- 
ſures regarded, becauſe the chief Authors 
have been Cozeners, Cheaters and Im- 
poſtors, who have been out of the power 
of God, and have taught for Doctrine 
the traditions of men; as Purgatory, 
prayer for the dead, onely to corzen and 
cheat by, to fill the Bags and Coffers of 
the Popiſh Clergy 3 which Doctrine is 
contrary unto the Doctrine of Chriſt and 
the Apoſtolick Church; therefore the 
Church of Rowe is not to be heard, 

2, That the Church of Rome hath the 
marks of the true Church , and noother, as 
Antiquity, Holineſs of 1 Miracles , aud 
{mver(ality , This is falſe; there were 
Churches before Rome, that had theſe 
marks, and there bath been ſince, and 
are now, more then the Church of Rome: 


Antiquity ſome of them called Seltaries 


will allow you a thouſand years to be cal- 


led a Church. and yet prove you Apolbates - ; N | 


both in Doctrine and Practice. Your Mi- 
racles are but cheats, deecits, and lying 
ſiorigs, if your own Authors be fear 4 

| e., 
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ed; yon confeſs moſt of your Miracles are 
wrought by your Images, works of your 
own hands. 

2. Antiquity without Truth, proveth 
nothing; and holineſs of life, if your 
Church be holy,which is prophane? tole- 
rating (as I ſaid before) Whoredoms, 
Stage -Playes, vain ſports and paſtimes, 
which draw people from the fear of God; 
and many fooliſh foppeties which I ſhall 
not now mention; ſo that there are them 
that have diſſented from you , which are 
more ancient in the Faith, more holy in 
life and converſation, more sgreeable in 
doctrine and practice, to the true primi- 
tive Church, then you are, And as for 
Miracles which are wrought by the true 
power and finger of God, there hath 
been, and are more among them called 
Seftaries,than in the Church of Rome: The 
blind have' received their fight , the Le- 
pers have been cleanled, the Lame have 
been made to walk, and the deaf have 
heard, and the dumb have ſpoken , the 
dead have been raiſed, and many that 
have been bound by Satan fourty yeares, 
are looſed; and there are thouſands that 
are Witneſſes of it, and can teſtifie the 
truth thereof, even in this time, 1 in 

3 this 
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this year, in Scotland, England, Irelaud, 
Germany and America, 1662. So thereis 
a true Church which hath the Marks of 
the true Church of Chriſt , more chan 
the Church of Rome; therefore the Ro- 
man Chureh is not the alone true Church. 

3, To the third argument, That the 
Church of Rome keeps Gods commandments, 
and walks in the narrow way of Chriſt's 
counſel, therefore ſhe is to be heard: How 
ſhe keepeth the commandments of God, 
is known, if he mean the ten command- 
ments; 7 hou (halt not makg to thy ſelf any 
graven Image, nor the likeneſs of any thing 
that is in Heaven or Earth, neither bow down 
nor worſhip them. Now you make Images 
of things in Heaven, as of God and 
Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt, and of A- 
rand as for things in Earth, you have 
Images of all ſorts, witneſſe your Maſſe- 
Houſes, called Churches, your Cloiſters, 
Fryaries and Covents; ſo that every. place 
is fled ful, & worſhipunto them is taught 
by you for Doctrine, contrary to God's 
Doctrine, & your diſtinction of Latria & 
Doulia wil not ſer vez for it's meer deceit, he 
that honors an Image, and bows 42 
fore it in his heart, whether you may udg 
it repreſents this or that, is an abſolute 
Idolater, & knoweth not the ſpirit —_— 

ri 
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Chriſt ſaid he 4 bend to the true 
Church, which ſhould bring all things to 
their remembrance both what he didand 
faid,and the Saints life and example to re- 
membrance, without your Pictures.) And 
how you are in the narrow way, is known 
to many thouſands that you do not walk 
in it at all, neither take up the croſſe of 
Chriſt, which is to crucifie the luſts, affe- 
ctions and defires of the fleſh, but rakerh 
up outward croſſes, and bears them on 
your necks, or pin them on your ſleeves, 
or hang them about your necks . and all 
becauſe Chriſt was crucified on the croſs: 
And here you are honorers of Pilate and 
the 7ews, who crucified Chriſt upon the 
croſſe as a blaſphemer, rather then ho- 
norers of Chriſt, and the ſtrait and par- 
row way you are ignorant of, and Chrifi's 
ſufferings you are ſtrangers to: What! 
your Popes are as Emperors, your Car- 
dinals as Eawpivers, your Eccleſiaſtica! 
Officers as Lords of great poſſeſſions in 
the Earth, except ſome begging Fryirs, 
which you have preſt into a voluntary 
humility, without neceſſity. And how 
do you love your Enemies? How many 
Indians have” yon deſtreyed and killed as 
dogs ? and how many that have Fm 
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the Name of a 1 vou burned 
and deſt royed as though they had been 
Wood, and onely fewel for the fire, And 
how can you ſay your Pater Nofler, a- 
bout which you make ſo much ado, and 
ſay, Forgive us qur treſpaſſes, «6 me forgrue 
thews, that treſpaſẽ «4 aſt Ms z if the Hea- 
then have treſpaſſed againſt you, if 
tkem you call Se&arics have treſpaſſed 
againſt your Church, how do you ſor- 
ivechem ? and how do you fulfil the 
Faw of Chriſt, and keep his Counſel, 
ſeeing that you are out of his Doctrine; 
away with ſuch deceit and hypocrifie, 
God hath found it out, and is judging 
it by his Saints, who rejoice iu Chrifh 
ſus, and have no confidence in the 
leſb, nor in fleſhly Traditions and Ima- 
nations, but lives in the power of 
, and walks in the Spirit , and 
therefore becauſe ou walk contrary ta 
the Command... of God and Chrift's 
Counſel, and are out of the,xamor mep 
that leadgita life, your Church is neicher 
to he heard, minded, nor heeded, | 
The fourth. Argument that the 
Church of Roms is the true Church, be- 
canſe they keep their Sabbath of the 
Sunday by Tradition, and * 
the 
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the Saturday; U 0 lere did ; and 
therefore the Church of Rome is to be 
heard, becauſe they have Tradition & 
folid Reaſon on their fide, Thy ſpeech 
bewraies thee, which beſpeaks thee ra- 
ther a Heathen then a Chriſtian; for 
the Heathens had a day that they cele- 
brated to an Idol made like the Sun, 
called Sunday, and another day which] 
they celebrated to an Idol called Satur- 
nu, called Saturday; and in this your | 
Church is not to be heard, who is out 
of the form of ſound words: but the 
Seventh day was the Jews- Sabbath, 
which none that profeſſes Chriſtianity 
ought to keep, ſeeing that Chriſt put an 
end to the ſhadows: and the Saints Sab. 
bath is a ſtranger to theChurch of Rome; l 
he that hath overcome the World any 
the Divel onely knows God's reſt . an 
the true Sabbath, of which the Jew 
was à figure; and the- Sundays ef 
calls; it is no more à Sabbath reckoned jan 
by the Lord of Life then that which 
thou calls Saturday; for every dap ii 
kept holy to the Lord by him chat Wit- 
neſſes che work of Redemption, and 
this is according to the Apoſtolick Po- 
&rine ; and if becauſe of example the] :.. 
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Chriſtians whom you are pleaſed to ſtiſe 
Seftaries , do obſerve the firſt day of the 
week in the Power of God, for his Wor- 
ſhip, then they areas much, if not more 
to be heard than you, and have as much 
ſolid reaſon on their ſide as you; and thou 
muſt not think to carry the matter on 
with ſuch frivglgus arguments as this, to 
advance 4yfterie Babylon; for this is a 
a knowing age bleſſed be the Lord, where- 
in the wiſdom of Cod is revealed, and 
thac which comprehendeth all ſhadows, 


types, dayes, times, years, tneats, drinks, 
: | waſhings, and other figures, they are all 


{cen over, and he is come and manifeſt 
which is Head of the true Church, (and 
not che Pope) who was, is, and is to come, 
life it ſelf, truth it ſelf, power, ſtrength, 
ud * ſatisfaction to chouſands; 
and ten thouſands, who have believed, 
(and to a nymberleſs number which are 
jet to be gathered into God's ſheep- old, 
and into the narrow way of Chriſt ) which 
will deny, and doch deny upon good 
grounds, and infallible Teſtimony from 
the Eternal Spitit, 1 the Church oſ 
Nene ia eithet in whole , ort in part, any 
patt of che true Church of Chriſt. 


And 
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And ſeeing this valiant Champion hath 
madeſo fair a proffer, that all their Prieſts 
Jeſuiti, and Catholicks over all the world, mi 


turn to the Sectaries way (as he calls them) if 


they can but get a clear and ſatis factory reſo- 
lution to the following doubts; | 

Anſw. I am one which do acknow« 
ledge my ſelf to be reckoned by him as 
a Sectarian; yet as a Sectarian is rec- 
koned by the true Church of God in 
the Primitive time, in the Apoſtles and 
Chriſt's dayes, I do not reckon my ſelf 
as ſuch ; and that lam a Miniſter of the 
Everlaſting Coſpel dare not deny, ſee- 
ing a neceſſity is laid upon me to ac- 
knowledge the ſame; yet herein I do 
not glory, but in him who hath called 
me for the work ſake; and I know the 
Teaching of 'Chrift Jeſus , and his Do- 
cteine, and no other thing this many 
years have I publiſhed, but chat which I 
received of he Lord, and from him by 
his Spirit, which is according to the true 
Faith and Godlineſs, which was in the 


Primitive Church (before ever Rome did 


lay claim to be the onely true Catho- 
lick Church, excfuding alt others but 
her ſelf to be in the way that leads to 


ſalvation) I which am as one among | 
many | 


| 


to 
igt 
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many thouſands which God hath mas 
nifeſted his mind unto , ſhal anſwer in 
clearneſs, and according to Apoſtolick 
Doctrine, and the manifeſtation of his 
Spirit; but wheri I have ſo done, I am. 


| afraid this Champion, with the reſt of 


the Prieſts and Jeſuits, and the reſt of 
the Catholicks over the World, wil hard- 
ly dwn his Challenge, or conſeſs that 
Doubts are anſwered, yet however if ic 
ſatisfie but one of a thouſand I have my 
reward, and ſhal put it to tryal. 


The firſt thing the Author, who it 
ſeems knows the mind of the Church 
of Rome in all things, both as co Do- 


ſtrine and Practice, vvhich they do al- 
lovv of, and the contrary, they vvil de- 
by , ( heknovvsto the tull ) or elſe he 
would never (ſure) have made ſuch a 
bold challenge, „ f 

The firſt ching that they vvould be 


reſol ved in, is, 


Whether any can clearly ſhew that any Tea- 
chers, Doctors or Miniſters , arg ſent of the 
Almnghty Gad to preach and reform the Ro- 
man Catholick Church, and that they are not 
ome who ſay the Lord ſaith, hen the Lord 
h not Sþokgn unto them, neither ſent them, 
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Anſ. What the Roman Church and their 
Members will take for a ſatisfactory reſo- 
lution as to themſelves, I ſomewhat que- 
ſion , and do doubt the reſolving of the 
moſt; but however by the ſame command- 
ment chat the Apoliles did evidence their 
commiffilon, that they were ſent to re- 
form the Church of the Fews, and alſo 
chein that had made defection from'the 
Faith amongſt the Gentiles ; this may be 
ſhown : 

1. The Apoſtles of Chriſt Jeſus did de- 
Clare their commiſſion which they had 
received from Chriſtzand for other pfoof 
they ſought none amongſt them that 
were auditory or hearers; but the witneſs 
and teſtimony of God , unto which they 
* to be approved in the ſight of 


2. They ſhewed the Jews , that they 
keld the types and the figures, but did 
not receive, or believe him who-was the 
fubſtance, in whom chey all ended; they 
were ſent to bear teſtimony to the true 
Light that lighceth every one that com- 
eth into the World; and to preach down 
dayes, times, months, years, faſts, feaſts, 
ſabbaths, circumciſion , temples and of- 
lerings, the prieſthood and — 

whis 
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which were but to continue until th 
time of reformation, and the bringing in 
of a better hope, by which they drew 
nigh unto God, and had an acceſſe unto 
him, and they declared their Commiffion 
againſt a voluntary humility, and wor- 
ſhipping of Angels, all which things the 
Church of Rame do ſtick in, and vindicate 
for Apoſtolick Doctrine; and many more 
things which the Church of Rowe is run 
into, contrary to the true Charch of 
Chriſt, and therefore had need of Refor - 
mat ion: So that which is contrary to the 
Doctrine of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, and 
practice of the primitive Church in the 
firſt hundred years, is in the apoſtacy; bur 
Rome is in many practices and doctrines 
contrary to the true Church, therefore 

needs reforming. | 
And ſo God bath manifefled himfelf 
in this his day of Power, and harh diſco- 


vered the Church of Rome to be contra- 


ry in do&rine and ;praGice co. the true 
Spouſe of Chriſt, and hach ſtirred up, and 
moved many by his Pomer and Spirit to 
preach the everlaſting geſpel, and to de- 
clare alſo againſt che deſection of the 
Church of R; and ber apoſtatizing 


from the Faichz and they are not of thoſe 
whom 
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whom the Prophets ſpoke of, whigh ran, 
and the Lord ſent them not; for them 
were the falſe prophets in Iſrael, and they 
were manifeſt by their fruits, of which 
there are great ſtore in Rome, who are 
manifeſt by their fruits, and they are ſuch 
as are in Cain's way, who would kill, and 
ſuch as are feekers of gain from their 
quarter, and ſuch as take the Fews tythes, 
and theſe the Lord never ſent to be Tea- 
chers or Miniſters to bring to the know- 
ledge of Chriſt , but we deny all theſe 


things ,- and your Church in the very 


round and foundation, and know that 
it will be ſwept away when the Beaſt is 
taken alive, upon which your Church 
now rides; then ſhall you ſee that chat 


which you long put off among people as | 


Apoſtolick Doctrine, will not be received 
any more, neither traditions nor inventi- 
ons of men for the Worſhip of God. 

A | 


The ſecond doubt which the Author 
would be reſolved in, is, Mhether we can 
make good what Luther and Calvin, with all 
Proteſtants, have #taſted that they would do, 
to reform convincingly one of the ſillieſt Ro- 
man Catholicks that is, and to begin, db it in 
the matter of the reg! preſence ufter Conſecra- 
gion ? | What 
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Wbat Lut her and Calvin have ſaid unto 


Fou as about your Worſhip, Doctrine 
and Practice, hath been made good by 
themſelves while they werg. living, and 
in the body; and what they ſaid , did not 
onely inform'the minds of man of the 
Roman Catholicks, but reformid them too 
wbich were not of the ſillieſt amongſt 
you; not oucly one, but thouſands did ſee 
your error and deceit, though they in 
ſome particulars did but differ from you: 
But now that is manifeſt which, denieth 
your. Foundation in the very ground. 
And what 1 have ſaid as about the real 
preſence of Chriſt's Body being in the 
Bread and Wine- after conſecration , if 
thou dare put ir, and endeavour the trial 
theteof ( according as I have in reafona- 


bleneſs propounded untagbee)irwilcon- 


vince many of the: Roman Catholic of 
their error, or elſe many of the Proteſtazts 
of their error; and fo if thou dar ſt ad- 
venture it, make no more boaſts, but ſet 
it come to trial, as before is propounded 
anto the Church of Rome, if ſhe , of 
any of her Agents dare admit of it. 


3. The third Argument which he pro- 
miſeth, If it ran be groved from: the Scrip- 


F 4 ture, 


(72) he jeu 
are; (which le calls God's written Word) 
that the Sabbath-day is commanded by God to 
be kept n Sunday, and the: little Cbiluren 


are to by Hex]. 


What others have ſaid as to theſe 
two partidutars,, ho were bur depart- 
ed a-linde!'way from you in diverſe 
— 5 as to their judgments, I ſhal not 
ſtand to vindicate ;"becauſe the Chureli 
was rather but a coming out of the Wil 
derneſs, rather then come already into 
her ſirſt purity; but Iam one of clioſe 
a mongſt many thouſands in Europe, who 
denyes the Church of Rome as to be the 
Bride, che Lamb's wite : agid yet I ſhall 
not vindicate either che one, nor the 
other, but deny both. as amangſt Chria 
ſtians (vic. * Jewiſh-Sab- 


co 
bath upon Swrday, as the Author rulls 


it, and Sprinkling of little Children is 
like the other, an invention in the Apo- 
Racy, never that we read of command · 


ed, commended or practiſed in the A. 


poſtles dayes as ſuch. The firſt day of 
the week che Apoſtles met together, and 
worſhippgd God, not by virtue of the 
Jetees commandmene, but in the power 
of God, and you onely have them both; 


and 


Amn 


lee a. +» _—_ 


Ss. 
and keep them both by Tradition and 


Cuſtom, without Commandment; and 
ſo are our of the power of God, and out 
of the Saints liſe. , p 


4thly, The Foùrth Argument? C 
the Selſtaries with rraſon and ground ſu ffici- 
unt; condemn all Cat holicłs that were ſo ma- 
#y Ages before Luther and Calvin, fer be- 
ing no better then Heat hent ? and comvinct 
me, that adhering to you 1 ſhall be more ſecure 
in my [alvativs, then in joining to them that 
have time ont of mind, been of the onely 


ſaving Rel. gion. 


Arſ. The Sectaries have not gone a- 
bout to condemn every individual man 
before Luther and Calvin, for no better 
than Heathens;we believe ſome were; and 
we believe many were as bad; if not 
worſe) they that walk in the practice of 
the Heathen; and bring foreh fruit, but 
hot unto God, ate in the Heathens Na: 
ures but the penerallicy of the Church 
of Rome have ( for cheſe many hundred 
years). brought forth no better fruit than 
the Heathen; and therefore are in the 
nature of the Heathen; for like as the 


Hearhen perſecuted the Chriſtians in for- 
mer 
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mr aan even fo hath the Church of 
Rems perſecuted the true Chriſtians in 
their day, and in this are no better than 
x — ; inſtance the bloodſhed, mur- 
ther, cruel deaths you have put many un- 
to ſfifice, you haye had the Name of a 
Church ;. and therefore are no better 
than Heathensi in nature: And for An- 
riquity, it proveth nothing without Ve- 
rity; and ther e can be no aſſurance in 
your Church, ſeeing that it ſtands upon 
tradition and hear - ſay, and outward per- 
formances, and bodily exerciſes that pro- 
fireth little; but ſome whom you call Se- 
faries have more afſurance , for it is the 
Spirit af Cod chat gives it; and as there 
is obedjence.ycilded unto the Lord (that 
Spirit) he giveth them aſſurance ; and 
them that are born of it, do overcome 
the otld: and his Spirit beareth witneſſe 
to their ſpit its, that they have overcome, 
by which they cry Ab Father ; And this 

Spirit of truth that leadeth into all truth, 
bringeth more aſſurance unto them that 
are led by it, and worſhip it in, than can 
be bad in-all your outward Formalities, 
Ceremggies and Traditions; 


„ Ar! The | w— 5. Argu- 
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5, Argu. Can jou make evident at leaſt, 
that in your Flock, , and Luther and Calvin 
their Guides, there is more holineſs and vir- 
tue than can be found among the Catholicks, 
and that you go the narrow may that leads to 
life? 5 5 
7 anſwer, Yes; Iam one among many 
thouſands who are not of the Church of 
Rome, yet am of Chriſt's Flock which he 
hath cleanſed by his blood, and revealed 
his virtue in, and his holy life; and it's 
made manifeſt that they are ig the nar- 
row way more than the Church of Rome; 
they are in the way that leads to life, and 
abide in Chriſt's Doctrine; We love them 
that hate us; we bleſs them that curſe us, 


we pray for them that perſecute us; but 


fo doth not the Church of Ne, but kill 
them, and perſecute them that oppoſe 
her: We ſay, Without righteouſneſs and 
bolineſs be revealed and wrought in our 
hearts, e can bring forth no fruit unto 
God, neither can be members of the true 
Church; but if any. conform unto the 
practice of your Church in outward 
things, he is counted a good Member of 
your Church, though righteouſneſſe and 
holinefs, ſelf-denjal, humility and love be 

want- 
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wanting. Therefore we are the Church 
in which there is more holineſs, virtue 
and life enjoyed, than in the Roman 
Church, 


6. Can you ſhew us any miracles that ever 
were wrought in teſtimony of your Religion, 
er that the Catholicks Miracles are wrought 
by Belzebub ? And now thou haſt atk; us a 
reſolution of the doubts , and let all that are 
illuminated, judge hom we are deluded. 

[r's an adulterous generation that ſeeks 
a fipn, and what Chriſt wrought, was rec- 
koned as no miracles by them that are in 
the unbelief, yet theſe ſigns have accom- 
panied the Goſpel, which is the power of 
God;theblind have been reſtored to ſight, 


and the dead have been raiſed, and the 


deaf have heard, and the lame have been 
made whole, and this bath been witneſſed 
by many; and we have a cloud of witneſ- 
ſes which your Chur ch know not of, and 
by the effectual working of God's power 
theſe things have been done, which doth 
give teſtimony, and confirm our Religi- 
on. And for your Miracles, the moſt that 
ever 1 heard of, bath been done by 
Pictures and images, as you have teſti» 
fed, which are but fabulous ſto- 


ries 


— 


— 
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ries. And now let them who are light- 


ned with the true Light of Chriſt, judge 
who are in the deluſion; and now let all 
— ogg theſe be not ſatisfactory 
Reſolutions unto the aioreſaid Doubts or 
Queſtions,which may convince them that 
have erred fromChriſt the power of God, 
and gone in their own traditions and in- 


yentions, and have forfaken the ſtrait 


way, and the narrow path that leadeth to 
life, and all areexhorted to come unto 
him, (who is the light and life of men) 
that their ſouls may live, and that they 
may witneſs aſſurance of the love of God 
unto them by his Spirit's manifeſtation. 
And now let us ſee whether the Author 
will keep to his word, whether the church 
of Nome will all turn unto our way, which 
is Chriſt, the way, the truth and che life, 
or they will follow cheir viſible Head, the 
Pope, who is changeable, and doth not a- 
bide for ever, who leadeth onely to an ob · 
ſervance of outward things, but neglect: 
the weightier things to walk in. 

And now l ſhall come to ſome Propo- 
ſitions, which the Author ſaith hath been 
propounded, hich are unanſwerable;and 
the Propoſitions are againſt all SefZar7es, 
and che Propoſitions are laid by 

rar- 
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FrarcisCoftorms,(as the Author ſaith) of the 


Society of Jeſus, we hath been laid down' 


fifty years ago, and they are in number 
eight; and with them eight Propoſitions 
the Author ſaith he hath put all the ableſt 
Miniſters of Germany and the Low Coun- 
treys unto their wits end;now I hope ſore 
will be able to give an anſwer, and yet 
keep both their Faith, Wit, and Reaſon, 


7, The firſt Propoſition is this, That 
never ſince the Apeſtles time, till the Tear 
1517, (wherein Luther began his Doctrine] 
'were any found in the world who did conſent 
with either the Lutherans, Calviniſts, or A- 
nabaptiſts,or other Sectaries opinions;nor ever 
ſhall any of the Sectaries prove that any of the 
Apoſtles orEvangeliſts were of their Faith, & 
ſo by conſequence the Sellaries are without 
Faith C&they are the men whom theScriptures 
in ſeveral places affirms that ſhould come, In 
the latter times talſe Prophets, Cc. 


Anſw, As I ſaid before, any opinion 
which Lather, Calvin, or the Baprized 
people do hold, I ſhal not ſtand to vine 
dicate it, becauſe they have ſo holden; 
yet in many things they are ſeparated 
fromyou upon good ground,&theirDo- 
Ctrine 
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— 


29252 8 


Arine and Worſhip was far more con- 


ſonant and agreeable unto the Apoſtles 
that owns my ſelf a Proteſtant, who 
denies the Church of Rowe; and I do 
ſay this Propoſition is filly,” poor, and 
feeble ; and I do not believe that any 
was ſo hard put to it, as to be brought 
to their wits end by anſwering of itʒ ſor 
what need he talk of ſince the Apoſtles 
time till ſuch a year, we ſhal come to 
the Apoſtles time and age, and if any 
ſociety of people now are found the 
fame in Faith, in Doctrine, in Worſhip, 
m Life, Practice and Converſation, then 
they are the true Church: And let 
Francis Coſtorus, with the reſt of the Ro- 
man Merchants take that Faith to them- 
ſelves, and that Doctrine to themſelves, 
and thoſe particular points of Worſhip 
«nd Tradition to themſelves, fince al 
the world hath wondred after the 
Beaſt, and hath worſhipped his Image, 
and this was fince the Apoſtles dayes, 
And if the Church of Rome plead che 
whole world as for a proof, John ſaw 
that Anticbriſt's falſe Prophets, Deceivers, 
were entred in then, fifreen' hundred 

years ago, and the world went after 
them, 


dayes then yours are; but I am one 


them, and he ſaw the whole world 
wonder after the Beaſt, and the Whore 
fit upon the Waters, Nations, Kindreds, 
Tongues and People, and this compre» 
hends the World, the Whores ſeat, and 
we matter not for her conſent neither 
to Doctrines and Principles, nor opini- 
ons; nor for the approbation of them 
that have drunk of her Cup. But if we 
can prove a people which are gathered 
by the Word of God, and thorow the 
preaching of the Goſpel, into the fame 
raith, Hope, Doctrine, Life and Pra- 
ice which the Apoſtis walked in then: 
chis is the Church which is coming aus, 
of the Wilderneſs again, where {he has 
been preſerved, while the Mother of 
Harlots has ſit as a Queen, and has been 
ſo viſible as over all the World, and hath: 


made the Nations drink her Cup of For- 


nication ; and therefore your Unity in 
this thing, and in this time is clear, that 
the Church of Rome is not the Church 
of Chriſt : but there are ſome whom 
Rome is pleaſed to call Sectaries that own, 
the ſame Practice, the ſame Doctrine, 
the ſame Faith which the Apoſtles wal- 


ked in; and therefore this great Pro- 
poſition is falſe, That all that have n | 
fe 


(81) 
ted from the Church of Rome have no Faith, 
or a new fancied Faith ; and now I come 
to his ſecond Propoſition, 


2. Propofiton : The Religion and Faith 
of the Romane Church hath not been any way 
clgrpoed, in any Article that belongs to Reli- 

| * by any Pope, Councils, or Catholic Bi- 
ſbops; but it is the very ſame Faith hath re- 
mained int ire, and inviolate, from the Apo- 


files to this preſent day. 


There were Churches planted before 
there was any at Rome; and the Faith 
which they received, was that. which 
did overcome the world, and gave them 
victory over fin and death; and the 
Religion which the Churches of Chriſt 


| profeſſed, as Corinth, Galathia, Theſſalo- 
| nica, and the reſt of the Churches which 
the Apoſtles planted, is no more like the 


Faich and Religion of the Church of 
Rome now, then Black is ro White; as 
for inſtance, Prove us out of the Scri- 

ture what foundation you have for 
aeg for ſelling Indulgences and 


Pardons for ſins; and vyhar Scripture 
have you for Auricular confeſſion, for 
an Unbloody . ſor Prayer to 


Saints, 
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Saints, for worth ein, of Images, ( ia ſd 
the New - Teſtament) for obſerving ol ſtt 
Lent, conſiſting of ſo many days? And ic 
what Scripture and example from the fut 
Churches that were in the Apoſtles dayes Int 
(before Rome was called a Church) con- IN 
cerning prayer for the dead, for pur 7: 
croſſes, your tapers and candles, ſoł An- Abe 
nointing with oyle and cream in Baptiſm, ſof 
which was onely invented by Pope C- a 
ment, which another Pope ( Pope S1/veſter)|tmi 
confirmed, 315. Flat. Volat. Sabil. And ſun 
what example from the true Church for ſl t 
baptizing of Infants, and for God - ſa theriſi 
and God-mothers, in Chriſt's day, wen m 
he planted the Church? And that Infant ſth 
ſhould be baptized , and onely at Eaſter th. 
and Ii hut ſuntide, was not this ordained by I 
Pope Leo, in the year 676, Lib. Council ch 
Volat. Pol. Chron, And was not Tra»ſ«b-\th 
ſtant iat ion, which you call the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt after the conſecration ſun 
when the Prieſt hach whiſpered over theſva 
Bread and Wine a few Latine words, Az,|thi 
Hoc eſt Corpus meum, hic eſt enim ſanguu|of 
mens, Cc. The Bread is turned into tbeſpo 
natural Body of Chriſt's fleſh, blood aniſ th 
bone; was not this ordained by Pope /»«|wt 
nocent, held at Latterane by twelve * Pr 
* 1 1 
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ia ſdred Romiſp Prieſta, Monks and Frygrs, in 
ol the year 1215. decret. de ſumma Trinit ate, 
Ind Cap. fir miter. ; And whether are not theſe 
the ſurticles of the Church of Rome, yea or 
yes ny? If I ſhould traduce the church of 
on- [Rowe in their Biſhops and Councils theſe 
* 12. hundred years and upward, 1 might 

n-|bring a cloud of witneſſes that the church 
ſm, x _—_ = not — — in articles of - 
Cle-[faith in Religion, but divers Popes (1 
Jer) [might prove) kave made diſtin& — 
And ſend divers Councils and Biſhops ; ſe that 
for ſl might clearly prove, and can, and ſhall, 
hers|if God permit me with life, if I hear any 
ben more of the church of Rewe, or the Au- 
ante thor of this Book, that I ſhall prove, that 
zſit|the church of Rome in the articles of her 
| by[Faith, is not the ſame that the church of 
»cil,|Cbriſt was in beſore Rue was planted a 
ſub · ſchur eh. 
and] 2. 1 ſhall prove (if need require) her 
ion Iuniverſal Councils (as ſhe calls them) to 
theſrary, and her Biſhops to be different in 
Aßhſtbeir Decrees, and that her ſaith, ia points 
gauſof Religion, is not the ſame from the 4 
theſ poſiles day, to this time, as the author of 
aniſ this Book would make people believe; but 
[z«|what I have faid to this enanfwerable 
un- Propofition, ( as he calls it) may be ſuffi 
dred 7 WY cient 


. 
cient to convince both the Author and 
them that are doubtful in their minds a- 
Bout this particular. 0 
3. Propoſition is, That neither the Sa- 0 
craments nor Ceremonies, or any Doctrine of | 
the Church of Rome, contain any thing tha g 
#5 contrary to the Scriptures, but learned Do- f 
ctors maintain the ſame , and that there is m 
alteration in any article of faith. And then x 
the Author makes a concluſion , though 
full too haſtily , Thur they which diſſent from th 
the Charch of Rome ( which he is pleaſed ſ 
to ſtile Sectæries and Hereticks ) have m 
reaſon to withdraw from the Catholick ſay 
C hur ch, po 


Anſ, As for that which you call the wi 
Catholick.chureh of Rome, we find ſuch di-Jq, 
verſity of Orders and conſtitutions one fa 
diſtinct from another, that to begin to l 
enumerate them all, would take up much ſof 
time before one ended, and would prove unt 
tedious to the Reader to view over the flip} 
variety of Conſtitutions and Decrees that hea 
have been made concerning the ceremo- Pa 
nies, Sacraments, (as they call them) and tha 
other Doctrines of the church of Rome, be 
. which at this time is not my —_— er 
” * * 
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nd] bot Pope Alexander commanded that un: 
& | [eavened Bread ſhould be uſed in the Sup- 
per, in the year 1119. Lib, Concil. grat. Sa- 
i. Before that time the outward Bread 
S4. was indifferent whether it was leavened 
e ef or unleavened;notwithſtanding the Greeks 
hat do uſe leavened bread unto this day, in 
Do- that which is called a Supper, and they uſe 
Wine onely in the Cup; but the Church of 
en Rome mingle Water with their Wine, ac- 
ugh cording to Pope Alexander's Decree: nd 
rom the Doctrine of Tranſub/tartiation, of 
(ed turning the bread into the body of 
eMIChriſt, and wine into the blood (as they 
lick y) was an unknown Doctrine in the A- 
poſtles dayes, and alſo among the Greeks, 
until Pope Innocent the third, 1215. Like - 
the ſwiſe Honsriu the third, he made a new 
di Qrdinance, That the Sacrament of the 
ONefAitar (as the Church of Rome terms it) 
to ſſnould be worſhipped and kneeled unto 
uch lof the people, and alſo it ſhould be born 
ove nato the ſick, yea, and that with Candle - 
che igt, though it be at noon-day, in the 
that hear 1214. D. 3. Tit. Cap. 10. Lib. Council, 
ant, And Innocent the third ordained 
and hat the Sacrament of the Altar ſhould 
me, pe kept under lock and key, that ſuch as 
00; ere like to dye, might not want ſpiricu + 
both G 3 al 


mo- 
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al comfort at the time of their death, Lis. 
Council, Cron. Pant. Pope Innocent the Bth, 

mitted that the Prieſts of Nor duegis 
might fing Maſſe with Water for lack of 
Wine in the year 1484. Mah. Palm. Pant. 
And as abont the ceremonies about the 
Sacrament or Maſſe, in a Council held at 
Rottomage, it was decreed that the Sacra · 
ment ſhould not thenceforth be given to 
Lay-men nor Lay-women in their hands 
any more, but the Prieſts ſhould put it in 
their mouths , contrary to the uſe and 
practice of the primitive church; yea and 
of the church of Rome it ſelf many years 
after, Lib.Conncil,&c. And fo here the 
church of Rome is contrary to the former 
churches, and to their own church of 
Rome in former times, though C. A. would 
elevate the Propoſitions of Fraucis Coſts- 
rus (a Jeſuit) unanſwerable. 


4. Propofition. The Author ſaith , 7 
cannot be proved that any have been ad mittii 
Prieſts, but were duly conſecrated by Biſhop, 
Whence we infer, That Lutherans , Calviw 
iſts, and ot her Heretichs , are no true Mine 
ſters, neither are of Divine Prieſthood , be- 
gauſe they give to people a meer piece of bread 


| ( 37) 
and nothing elſe, and they have no power to 
abſolve people from their ſins, but ſend them 
'' | away entangled with fin , as when they came 
21] them. 
col], | 
= Anſ. As for the Rifecration of the 
Prieſts of Rome , you have conſecrated 
dy many who are out of the Doctrine of 
r Chrilt, who are traytors to Kings and 
Governments; and it's a Maxime, and a 
nds thing meritorious in your church, to flay 
1M} a Heretick, chat is, one diſſenting, or not 
Ind conſenting to your corrupt principles; 
nd and as one deceiver hath ordained and 
admitted another, ſo hath your Biſhops 
the} and Popes ordained the reſt to execute 
der their drudgery and corrupt traffick; and 
ff 25 [ have offered unto thee before, if it 
vid] be not a piece of bread, and wine, except 
jy mingled with water, (according to your 
changeable Ordinances before-mention- 
ed, put it to trial upon the terms I before 
mentioned, that you may be made mani- 
feſt to be deceivers, or elſe we, to all peo- 
die. And as for your Abſolutions & par- 
dons, it hath been that which you have 
"| ſold for money, which made Luther and 
divers of your own church to deny you, 
I becauſe it hath been contrary to Chriſt 
he G 4 and 
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and the Apoſtles Doris. And as for 
forgiveneſs of (ins , it properly belongs 
to Chriſt , and to them that are in the 
ſame Power; to them that confeſs, forſake 
and turn from ſi pronounce forgive- 
ngs and mercy; Meth members of your 
Church confeſs from day to day unto 
your Prieſts that are as much entangled 
in ſin as they who do confeſs, and neither 
do repent nor find mercy at the hand of 
the Lord; and your conſeſſors, and they 
that do confeſs, they are defiled as much 
with ſin when they end their work, as 
when they began, 

$. Propoſition, It cannot be found in the 
holy Scripture, that nothing is to be believed 
but what is clearly and expreſiy contained in 
the ſame: Hence follows the overthrow of 
the ground: work of the Sellaries , who ſay 
that nothing is to be believed but what is ex- 
prefiy ſet down in the Script ure. 


* Azxſ. What others have ſaid as to this 
particular, I ſhall not now ſtand to vindi- 
cate, becauſe it is not my work to vindi- 
cate every particular judgement gnd per- 
ſon who believe contrary to your church; 
but I ſay ,-many are of that mind (that 
are not of your church; that. things my 
2 c 
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be believed to be true, according to the 
manifeſtation of God's Spirit, though 


the Scripture in expreſs words doth not 


declare the ſame; yet you to bring in fa- 
bulous ſtories, which you call unwritten 
verity, that are to be believed though ne- 
ver ſo repugnant unto the Scripture, and 
to the truth contained in it, this we can» 
not receive, neither believe; and this will 
never be attributed by the Lord unto any 
for unbeliet, although you ſay it. 


6, Propoſition: The Author faith, He 
would fain have Luther and Calvin, and the 
other Sectaries, to ſhew where Matthew's 
Writing is called holy Scripture , more than 
Nichodemus h:s Goſpel; and ſeeing they can- 
not prove the one no more than the other, they 
muſt needs believe ſomething that is not writ» 
ten in the holy Scripture, 


Anſ. 1 ſhall let Luther and Calvin a- 
lone, they were men that God did honor, 
and I do honor, and many more as in 
their day ; they are at reſt in the Sepul- 
chers of their fathers , where your revi- 


ling cannot touch them; they prevailed in 
their Doctrine and Faith ſo much againſt 


you, as you have not recovered in a hun- 
| | dred 
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dredand thirty — neither I believe 
ever will- ſo long as the Church of Rome 
will have any cauſe to call her ſelf 
Chri ſts onely viſible Church upon Earth, 
And I do not believe Matthew's Writing 
onely becauſe it is reckoned by you and 
us for holy Scripture, but becauſe we feel 
by the Spirit of God that gave forth all 
words, that it is a declaration of thoſe 
things wbich were broughe to paſs in his 
day, and likewiſe Mark, John and Luke, 
teſtiſie unto the ſame matter; but for Ni- 
chodemres his Goſpel, as you are pleaſed to 
call it, the Spirit of God doth not teſtifie 
in us unto che ſame, but that it is repug- 
nant unto the mind of the Spirit, and is a 
meer patcht up thing in the corruption 
of time, wherein many things are contai- 
ned that are in oppoſition , and contrary 
to Matthew, Marl, Luke and John, their 
Declaration. And ſo thy feeble Argument 
is anſwered , which thou conclud & hath 
not been alerable theſe fifteen hundred 
years; and let not bim that puts on his 
Armour, boaſt, but him that hath over - 
come, and puts it off. 


7. Propoſition is, That it caunot bee 
ſpewen for this fifteen hundred years , that 


there 


Cor) 

there hath been any Carbolick that beld that 
the Pope of Rome was Antichriſt, or that 
did rail at the moſt holy Sacrifice of the 
Maſs, or Invocation of Saints ad Angels, 
and uſual Praying forthe Dead, and ſuch 
like works of Piety belonging to our Faith 
and Religion, which the whole world hath 
laudably prathiſed and reverenced for fifteen 
bundred years. 


It is a wonder that this Author be- 
longing to the che Church of Keme, is 
not alhamed of his A & che fil · 
ly Propoſitions that he hath propounded 
from another hand: It ſeems neither this 
Author, nor Francis Caſf heraus, whoſe 
Propoſi t ions the Author hath vaunted in, 


and boaſted of, knows the Apoſtles 


Doctrine, who ſaid , The whole world lay 
iz wickedneſi ; and If a man leved the 
World, the love of the Father dwells net in 
kim: and Chriſt ſaid to his true Church, 
Ye are not of the World , therefore the World 
bates you; and again, I have choſen you ont 
of the Warld ; and aba in his day faw 
222 _ jp , al theWorld _ - 
7 er the Beaſt , and ping bus J. 
mag ond mort Tag of f. 
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. 
ſaw all Nations, Kindreds,/T ongues and Peo- 
ple to be Waters ; and the Nations, Kindreds, 
Tongues and People to drink, the Whores Cup; 
and theſethe two Authors brings in for 
a great proof, and for an unanſwerable 
Propofition, as that the whole World lies 
in wickedneſs, in whom the love of God dwells 
wot in; and they that have drunk, of the 
Whores Cup of Formcation , and they that 
have wondred after the Beaſt, to wit, the 
whole World , theſe are his dark cloud of 
Witneſſes, to prove that the Pope was 
never called Antichriſt. Will they that 
have received the Roman Faith, and ac- 
counteth the Pope Chriſt's Vicar, and the 
Viſible Head, call him Ant iichriſt, which 
hath exalted himſelf, and the Church 
of Romes Faith over the whole world, as 
the Author boaſts , That the whole world 
hath laudably practiſed and reverenced Invo- 
cat ion of Saints, and Praying for the Dead, 
fer the Piety, Faith and Religion of the 
Church of Rome for this 1500 years: This 
proves the Church of Rome to lye in 
wickedneſs, and to be contrary to the 
Doctrine and Practice of Chriſt and his 
Apaſtles, And this doth not clear the 
Pope at all, but rather makes him to be 
an Antichriſt, and your Church to be the 


illl- favored Harlot, and not the true 
Church of Chriſt. Haſt thou forgotten 
how John Biſhop of Conſtantinople would 
needs be chief Biſhop over all the reſt 
of the Churches, about the year two 
hundred fifty and upwards, and how 
the other Biſnops cried out againſt him 
for to be Aut ichriſt: But your Biſhop 
he got to be called Chief - Biſhop over 
all Chriſtian Churches; not by con- 
ſent of the Elders nor Churches, but by 
the means of Phocus a Heathen Empe- 
ror, as before I have ſaid; and is not he 
much more an Antichriſt? And as for 
the Sacrifice in the Maſs, Invocation of 
Saint, and Praying for the Dead, which 
thou ſaiſt i x laudable practice, I lay none 
hath or doth reckon ic worthy of praiſe, 
but they chat worſhip the Beaſt and his 
Image, and have drunk of the Whores 
Cup, and are erred from the Faith and 
Religion that the Apoſtles and true 
Church of Chriſt were in, which all the 
world did that wondred after the Beaſt, 
Laſtly, this I ſay, He that teaches a 
Faith, a Religion, a Doctrine contrary 
to the Doctrine of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, 
is an Antichriſt; But the Pope this 1500 


years hath taught a contrary Doctrine; 
there. 


"i 
therefore he is an erin, The firſt 
Propofirion is evident from diverſe te- 
ſtimonies of Scriptures, who teaches 
onely to pray nt the Lord in the name of 
Cbriſt, and 2 them that are alive m the 
lach, and not for them that are dead. 
The Second is proved by the Authors 
own teſtimony, That the Pope and 
Church of Rame hath prayed unto the 
Saints, and prayed for the Dead this 
1500 years (to his ſhame be it ſpoken) 
therefore the conſequence muſt neceſ- 
ſary follow, 7 he Pope is an Ant ichriſt. 


8. And laſt Propoſition is this, Thæ 
the firſt Authors of the Chriſtian Faith in 
Germany, traly, Spain, France, Eng- 
land and Low Countries have acknow- 
led ged no other Faith, nor brought any other 
to them, then the Catholick Raman Faith, 
which the whole Euiverſe hath acknowledged, 
which we have learned of our F 2 
therefore they that hæve bronght in another 


art &cenr[ed, 
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That which the Whole Univerſe hath 
acknowledged ( in the Apoſtacy ) which 
lieth in wickedneſs, ſeeing all bath won- 
dered after the Beaſt , and drunk of the 
Whore's cup fince the Apoliles dayes, is 
but a lame and pitiful argument, as to 
prove the Church of Kowe the true 
Church; and as for the Faith delivering 
( ſuch as it was) to the Nations before- 
mentioned, onely excepting Spain, becauſe 
it's probable that the Apoſtle Pau / ſpread 
the Faith there, ſeeing that he ſaid he had 
a purpoſe to come there into Spain, which 
if he did, thy boaſt may ceaſe as for the 
planting of Religion there; and we know 
he was no hypocrite, but the ſame Faich 
and goſpel which he bad preached over 
the Regions, he would preach there, and 
his Goſpel and Doctrine we find contra- 
ry to the Church of Rewe';, he condemn. 
ed diverſe Doctrines which the Church 
of Rome holds, as forbidding Meats, Mar- 
riages, new Moons and Sabbaths, and vo- 
luntary humility,and worſhipping of An- 
gels, and praying unto chem , and pray- 
ing for the dead; and if you brought the 
Chriſtian Faith (fo called) into the reſt of 
the Nations firſt , and the aforeſaid Do- 
Qrines mentioned, and preached him op 
or 
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for Apoſtolick Inſtitutions, then you. 


brought in a Doctrine and a Goſpel that 


is accurſed, which you have received of 


your ſore - fathers, who wondered after 
the Beaſt, and received his mark,and have 
been drunken with the Whore's Cup, to 
wit, the Univerſe which you lay tlaim to, 
and none but you called Chriſtians : So 
that it is manifeſt, your Viſible, Univer- 
ſal Church is the Harlot, and hath 
brought in another Goſpel, and other 
Doctrines than the Apoſtles, and fo are 
anathomized; for the Apoſtles preached 
the Power of God to be the Goſpel; and 


you have preached traditions, inventi- 


ons, old Wives Fables, and outward cere- 


monies for the Goſpel, and ſo have decei- |{® 
ved the Nations; and now when they be- 


gin to diſlike your Traffick, you are an- 


gry; but the day hath made manifeſt, that n 


diſcovers all your deceit. 


And now I have anſwered the ſub- | 


ſtance of the Book, and alſo the eight 


Propoſitions propoſed by the Author and . 
thee, & l am not yet at thewsrs end, as thou 


faith the Miniſters in Germany & the Low 
Countreys have been, neither at Wiſdoms 
end, but am in it, and ready (if you will 


lay |. 
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Hay down your oy weapons to begin 


wich thee; and to vindicatę the Truth 


fas it is in Feſawy, againſt the Doctrines of 


the Church of Rome, u he nſoever I ſhall 
bear of thee or any that pertain to your 
Church make ſuch anot her bold at» 
tempt, as to condemn all fince the 7» 
ſoſtles days for Seſtaries, Hereticks and 
Sci ſmaticks; who have diflenced: from 
yuu ; and-ſhalindeavourin the ſtrength 
of Ehriſt, to vindicate and. contend 
(though not with, C ein 5REAPONs ) for 
the Faith and Do&rzug.#hich | Was Ones 
[gon to the Saints before the Apo- 


and now is mani ain in, . 
Os with u, wheh. d ollacy., 
5 7015 to au end, — be Sol 5 
he reached e to them 
that rele the arch, and, to Nati» 
eds, Tonguesgnd Nope chat 


| ry may come tothe true oundation 

ain, and to the Rock of Ages a => 
that chey may be clabliſhed in rig te. 
uſneſs Sang ever; the J 1 ſoun, 
hereof is going into 
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which chey have inhabited, and t 
all pry to Zion with Songs of 80 
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liverance, und everlaſting joy upon their 
Heads, becauſe the hour of God's judge- 
ment is come, and eoming upon the Har. 
lot, and the Yeat of Redemption is pro- 
tlaiming to the Captive, and the dead, 
ſhall be raiſed toTife , and ſhall hear the] | 
— of Life; and their gruves ſhall be} 1 
ed, and they ſhall have viRtory ore 
15 7 _ they that hear the voice of the Son 
6f God in themſelves, ſhall live; «nd ſhall] I 
deny the voite of many waters, and the 7 
foice of vont Church, Myſtrrie Babylon | 
whoſe fearhach'been upon idem. s 
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\ Ab. Whatſoever the Author is plea» 
ſed to boaſt of the Church of Ree, „ we 
2r-|. do not find flouriſhing for Fdith,whotſome 
ro: Dottrine and ſaaud coder ſation, mor e than 
ad] other Churches that were planted before 
thel her, as is evident both by Striprure , and 
del the beſt Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories, which the 
yet] Church of Rome her ſelf will als v of; 

con} fo | can ſay, the Chareh of Note 
|| bade fall (and prove it too) by Apoſtaty, 

the Herefie and Sc nn. As, 

nl Firſt, ſhe is fallen from her firſt Love, 
and from the Doctrine of Chriſt ; who 
| taught to love Enemies, and to dv good 
2d to them that hate tham, and to priy for 
& chem that perſecuted them: Nom the 
re Church of — loved cbeir E- 
+ nemics, neither ſach as they — 4 
1 o, but have dhem to delt 
a baniſhment did not teceive 155 
4 Dodrine: And tbis renouneiag of that 
Buich: which was once delivered? te the 
Saints by Chriſt himſelf ; whe! tgugit te 
ff love Enemits, and if chey bear chem up- 
M oa the one cheek; turm the cher? but the 
fo I Church of Roms ij ont of this Paith and 
Doctrine, and bath renoucei this Faith 
of Cheiſt, and hach'denied the p6wet of 
Gd, and placed in a Mam, to wic, the 
H 2 Pope 
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Pope, that infallibility is in him And this is 
in the Apoſtacy, 

2. If Herefie be an adhering to ſome 
private Opinion or Errorin Faith , then 
the Church of Rome is in the Hereſie; for 
the Faith chat was held among the true 
Churches, was that which did overcome 
the world, and give victory over fin; and 
Faith in Chriſt was that which onely gave 
an intereſt into the Kingdom of God; but 
Cardinal Belarmine ( a chief Pillar of your 
Church) hath aſſerted this for the Do- 
&rine of the Church of Rome, That a man 
bath a two-fold right to the Kingdom of God, 
firſt by the merits of Chriſt; Secondly, by the 
merits of man's good works , or works of ſu- 
28 :; And this is an adhering to a 
ſingular Opinion, and is an Error in the 
Faith that was generally held in the true 
Churches of Chriſt, as witneſs. He-wirks 
eth in aus to will and to do,viz,Chr:ft, So that 
there is nothing appropriated unto the 
creature as & creature. nie 
3. Ibis is an Error in the Faith of the 
Church of Rome, who teicheth, and are 
taught, That there is a place called Pur ga- 
tory in which men are cleanſed from ſome 
light faults, or venial fins; and this is con- 
trary to the faith of the true Chriſtian 
2 E Churches, 
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Churches, and is no leſs than Hereſie; for 
e {| the true Church, or Churches of Chriſt, 
n {| taught, That the blood of Chriſt alone clean- 
r ſeth from all ſin, and that fy & ( to wit, 
e Chrift ) the propit iat ion for fin, and the ever- 
e | /aſting Sacrifice and Off ering, but you have 
4 | other Offerings, as the Sacrifice of the 
e | Maſſe, which you call an unbloody Sacri- 
it | fice, which is contrary to the faith of the 
r | Chriſtian Church in Chriſt's and the A- 
\. | poſtles days, and therefore is Hereſie. 

* Again, praying for the dead, and pray- 
1 ing to Angels, and worſhipping of Ima- 
be ges, is abſolute Hereſie, and contrary to 
the Faith and Doctrine of the true 
Church of Chriſt. 

4. And as for Schiſm, the Church of 
Rome hath ſeparated from many other 
churches in their practice, and alſo have 
excommunicated them as Schiſmaticks 
and Hereticks , witneſs the Eaſtern chur- 
ches, the charch of Ceſaria, and divers 
others, as about your Lent, your fafts, 
feaſts, and invented holy · dayes, which the 
true Church of Chriſt did not allow of; 
but you have brought thoſe things in as 
Apoſtolical, and excommunicated all the 
reſt that would not bow unto you: As 
for example, about the Feaſt of Eaſter, 

| H 3 the 
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2he time when it ſhquld be celebrated, 
though /i#or the Biſhop of Reme excom- 
municated all che Eaſtern Churches be- 
cquſe they did not accord with Rome, Eu- 
ſeb, Lib. 5. cap. 23, At which Irenreus, Bi- 
ſhop of Ly-»4in France, ſharply reproved 
him, ibid. cap. 23 
So in many more things which I ſhall 
not now ſtand neither to trouble my ſelf 
nor the keader, which the church of Kowe 
hach departed in her practice from the 
primitive Church, as you may ſee farcher 
in a Bock entituled, The Glory of the true 

church diſcayered; Publiſhed by F. H. 


And whereas the Author defires to be 
fatisfied by what General Couscili ſhe was 
ever condemned, or which of the Fathers 
vrote again ſi ber, or 3dly, By what Aut hori- 

ty ſhe was otherwiſe — 


Anſ. Becauſe the Author is ſo confi- 
dent in bis aſſertions, as though they were 
unanſwerable, I return this ſhort auſwer, 
which if I hear any more from the Au- 
thor. may be amplified. | 

For inſtance, In the year 287. there 
#5 2 Council of Biſhops called at Sinſ- 
% where the Pope was condemned 
5 ( which 
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(which your Church hath taught could 
not err) for ſacrificing to Idols. 


At Council held at Carcbage decreed, 


That Clergy men ſhould not meddle with 
temporal affairs, _- 
At a Council held at Faſentia in Fravce, 
a Decree was made that Prieſts ſhould not 
marry; and theſe were called Chriſtians, 
and ſome of Rome's Viſible, Univerſal 
Church. 

And this was again reproved and con- 
demned in the firſt Council held ac Tele- 


ds in Spain, they decreed that Prieſts 


ſhould marry. And now Rome look to 
thy unity. | 

Again at a Council held at Ceſar Au- 
guſta, accurſed all them that eat not the 
Sacrament in the Church, but the church 
of Roms hach decreed that it may be 
kept, and ready to carry abroad to ſick 
people, and upon other occaſions, out of 
the Church. 

At a general Council at Canſtant inepie, 
decreed, That Mary ſhall be called the 
Mather of Cod as though God were ge- 
nereted hy natural generation, which is 
Blaſphemy. 5 3 

The Canneilof Arm decreed for 
the Armenians, That Chrilt was not 
God. H 4 The 


| (104) | 

The Council of Chalcedon { which was 
one of the four Councils that Pope Gre- 
goery compared to the four Goſpels, and 
that their Decrees were ſure and certain 
as the Scripture, yet) Pope Leo did not 
_ ſtick to condemn it, and al of them as 
unadviſed, v, the whole Council. 

So Council have erred , as is evident; 
and that which ſome have decreed for A- 
poſtol ck Doctrine ſince the Apoſtles 
dayes, other Councils have condemned as 
Hereſie, though called Chriſtians as well 
as the Church of Rome; and y et they haye 
condemned that which ſome Councils did 
allow. 

So the Pope hath erred, the Councils 
have er red, as is manifeſt in what I have 
ſaid, that I ſhall not trouble my Reader 
in large things, which I could, and might 
do upon another occaſion, if | hear any 
more from the Church of Rowe. | 

2. By what Authority (he , ( viz. the 
church of Rowe) is reproved. In ſhore, 
Leo the fourth, Biſhop of Rome, made 
void the the acts of Adrian, Biſhop of 
Rowe. Stephanus made void and abroga- 
ted the Decrees of Formeſus and Sabian, 
Chriſt's Yicars lo called; commanded char 

EE.” 
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Pope Gregory (another Vicar, ſo called) 
his Writings and Decrees ſhould be burn- 
ed. And all theſe beſore · mentioned did 
ſay, and the Church of Rome holds it as 
ſuch, that they were Peter's Succeſſors. So 
here one Father or Head of che church, 
as they reckon the Biſhop of Rome, hath 
confounded another. | 
3. The Nicene council determined. 
That Images were not onely to be placed 
in the churches, but alſo worſhipped; and 
the then Pope ſaid, that Images were lay- 
mens Calenders: 6h | 
The Latterane council under Julius, did 
repeal the Decrees of the Piſſan council: 
The Baxil council decreed that a council 
was above the Pope; but the Latterar 
council decreed, that che Pope was above 
the council, that he that ſhould think o- 
therwiſe, ſhould be counted a Heretick: 
Yet the Bax council aforelaid , deereed, 
that they that ;adged that a council was 
not above the Pope, were Hereticks. And 
yet the Church of Rome layes claim to vi 
fibilitcy and univerſality over all the 
World, and yet one as diſtinct from ano- 
ther, as black is to white, and is as unſuit - 
able as Snow js in Sammer, or _ in 
a; 


— 1 - 
Harvet, One word more, and I have 


done, 
Bani fare the eighth, a great Father of 


the Church of Rome, and a Pope, That 
vo max in the World can be ſaved, wnleſi he be 
ſubjett to the Roman Church, likg this Au- 
they, And Pope Paſchs! thus ſaid, Ther 
v0 Council could makg Laws for the Church 
of Rome. 

And ſo much of General Councils, 
and of the confuſion of the Church of 
Rome; a few words more of Synods, and 
I have done. 


1. Bernardus ſaith, the Church of 
Rowe was pelluted with many Superſti- 
tions; that che Biſhops were biters of 
the Sheep, rather than true Shepherds: 
Sometimes (ſaich he) I bare admired that 
there (honld be a Traytor among the tmelve 
Diſciples, but now I much more wander that 
among ſo great a company of Biſhops and Pre - 
lates, one upright Diſciple cannot be found, 

Chr. Lib. 13, p. 260. 

Gregori Tbesligus, who lived about 
chree hundred years aſter Chriſt, did 
determine never to come more at 


Councils or Synods, Beeanſe (aich he) 


there 


Chriſt's and the Apoſtles days, and 
. ſhe 


1 1 
there comes more evil than geod ont of them.” 

fer the contention and — 22 

Biſhops is above meaſure , ſaid he, Anno 
300. 
D. Paræus ſaid, Often bath the Trath 
ſuffered wrong in Synods, becauſe all that 
n exe aſſembled, agreed in one orror , ſo that 
Truth came to þe paſſed by with ſilenoe, Iren. 

ag. 57. 

x / „Gregorius Naxaanzings uſed to 
ſay, That he never had ſeen any good 
end of any Councilor Synod, Vide Ins. 
Clav. 4 Lib. 9. cap. 11, | 
And ſome Synods have ſaid, That 
remedy was not to he expected from the Cler- 
gn who were the cauſe of the Diſeaſe , An- 


no 1616. 


So the Author faith, Whoſe 
did the Church of Rome leave ? And — 


whom did ſhe go forth? And where was 


the Church that (he did forſake, that ſhe 
ſhould be counted Heretical and Schiſ- 


matical ? 


I (ay, She left the company and ſo- 
ciety of the Primitive Church in 


= Nee | 
ſhe went forth from the reſt of the 
Churches that were planted , as I in- 
ſtanced; The Church of Rome in the 
year 193- did excommunicate all the 
Eaftern Churches: Aud where was the 
true Church that ſhe did forſake ? ſaith 
the Author. Not anely one, I ſay, 
but many, to wit, The DoQ&rme 
chat the Apoſtles had laid down and 
preachd at Antioch, at Philipp, at 
Corinth,; at Epbeſas, and the reſt of 
the Churches of Aſia. 

And lo the Church of Rome is 
proved to be an Apoſtate, in the A- 
poſtacy, in Hereſte, in Schiſm; ſo 
that there is an abſolute defe&ion 
from the Life and Power of God 
which was manifeſted in the Apo- 
, Mes dayes, and therefore the church 
of Rome is not the true Church. 


What I have ſaid as to the Do- 
&rines and Grounds which have been 
laid down by the Author, I ſhall 
refer it, and the anſwer , unto Gods 
Witneſſe in every man's Conſcience; 
and if I hear any more of the Au- 
thor, his great. Boaſis, or ambiti- 
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ous challenges, which may reach to 
all that do diſſent from the Church 
of Rome , as to be Hereticks, I ſhall 
engage in the ſtrength of the Lord 
to vindicate the Truth, however 
oppoſed, and ſhall further ( if God 
permit ) be ready to give a more 
large and full anſwer unto the Do- 
ctrines, and Practices, and Wor- 
ſhip of the Church of Rome, and 
prove them to be contrary to the 
Scriptures , and the Apoſtolick Do- 
ctrine, and the Faith that was once 
delivered unto the Saints, 


So in what I have ſaid, I hope 
may convince the Authour of his 
vain aſſertions, and them that are 
enclined towards Babylon, it may 
put a ſtop to that which would too 
readily cloſe wich every thing which 
goes under the name of ANTIQAI. 
. a - | 

But in what I have ſaid upon the 
whole matter, I hope will be ſuffi- 
cient unto all who read with a fin» 
gle Eye, without prejudice ; and un» 
to ſuch 1 ſay, The Lord give them 
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ſee and diſcern the way which lead- 
eth co Life and Felicity, from that 
which leadeth co the Chambers of 
Death, and the pathes that take hold 
on deſtruction. 


